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 On February 14th, Nikolas Cruz, 
age 19, arrived at the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School at 2:19pm with an 
semi-automatic AR-15 rifle in a black 
duffel bag. Once entering the school 
he opened fire and killed 17 people; 
three faculty members and 14 students 
all ranging from the ages of 14-49. 
Authorities assume that he set off the 
fire alarm before he opened fire in order 
to draw the people into the halls to 
increase the casualty rate before fleeing 
with the crowd of students. In addition, 
they believed that he intended to 
evade the police by pretending to be 
one of the students running for cover. 
However, later that day at 3:41 pm, 
Cruz was arrested by the police on a 
residential street. This shooting was one 
of the 13 school shootings that occured 
this year. Within the last two and a half 
months, 26 people have been killed 
and several more injured due to mass 
shootings.  
  The Florida school shooting has 
become the tipping point about gun 
control and the Second Amendment. 
Students from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School organized protests 
and took the stage to question and talk 
to politicians. Their proposals included 
raising the minimum age to buy a gun, 
having gun restraining orders, and 
increasing security in schools. These 
ideas have gained support across the 
country.

Navigating the Course
Selection Process

 That time of year when everyone is 
scrambling to register for their classes next 
year is right around the corner. Registering and 
applying for classes, getting all the required 
signatures, and even simply determining the 
best way to fill your schedule, require a lot of 
time and energy.
 According to surveys sent to all upper 
school students, freshmen, also the newest 
members of the Upper School, are the least 
comfortable with the course selection process. 
The level of stress each grade experiences with 
the process appears to decrease each year, 
with 5.09 out of ten for ninth graders, which 
trends downward and drops off with a 3.94 for 
seniors.
 Freshmen reported an average rating 
from least (1) to most (10) comfortable with the 
course selection process of 6.09. The averages 
for 10th and 11th graders when asked how 
much they worry about the process were 
similar, also on a one (least worried) to ten 
(most worried) scale. The ratings were 5.56 and 
6.03 for the two classes, respectively. However, 
the reported average for seniors when asked 
the same question was 4.26, most likely due 
to the fact that they have gone through the 
process multiple times (and will never have to 
do it again).
 I also investigated the sources of stress 
for each grade relating to choosing their classes 
for the next year in the same set of surveys. For 
similar reasons, students from each grade said 
they worry about getting into the best classes 
to set themselves up for success. Freshmen 
mostly cited that they want to make sure their 
classes will benefit them, both with regard to 
completing our school’s credit requirements 
and applying to college.
 On the survey, one 9th grader 
responded that they are stressed because 
they need to “get all of the credits to graduate 
[while] still taking classes that are good for my 
future.” Similarly, another response read “it is 
difficult to decide if you want to take a class 
when you do not really know anything about 
the class or the benefits and/or consequences 
that could come with it.”

By Jamie McLucas ‘18
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daughter Alaina Petty, who was one of the 
students killed in the Parkland shooting, said 
this: “Our message is simple: We must be the 
last families to lose loved ones to mass murder 
in a school. This time must be different and we 
demand action.” 
 Claire Fergusson, a sophomore here at 
SSSAS, organized a letter-signing event for our 
community during lunch on February 26th. She 
coordinated a way to give students the option 
to write their own letters to politicians or sign 
letters that she already wrote in support. Claire 
talked about why she organized this event: 
“I was inspired by the students in the Florida 
shooting, who reached out to their politicians 
about stricter gun safety laws. I felt that it was 
important for our school to not only support 
these students, but also reach out to our 
own politicians to help prevent any more of 
these tragic events.” She also adds that she is 
planning on participating in future events, such 
as the marches in DC and the upcoming school 
walk out on March 14, to show her support to 
victims of gun violence.  
 On the 22nd of February, more than 
1,000 Students from dozens of US high schools 
went out on the streets to protest against 
gun violence. Most of these protests lasted 
17 minutes in honor of the 17 people who 
got killed in the shootout in Parkland, Florida. 
The students aimed to pressure lawmakers 
in hopes that gun control will become more 
strict. A larger walk out is planned for March 14 
at 10am. This walkout will be the one-month 
anniversary in honor of those killed in the 
massacre. According to the survey sent to the 
Upper School, 102 students (out of 173) said 
that they planned to take some sort of action 
(like participating in the walk out or the march) 

 Schools across the nation have also 
started talking about different measures to 
ensure the safety and security of their students. 
SSSAS Head of School Mrs. Adams said that “I 
believe strongly that we as a country need to 
look at solutions that most importantly keep 
our kids safe and also let you guys feel safe.” 
 Mrs. Adams said she believes that 
although SSSAS may be at a low risk for such 
an event, she worries about the stress it puts 
on students. In terms of our security protocols 
Mrs. Adams talked about how our security 
measures didn’t necessarily change in response 
to the Parkland Shooting, however she talked 
about how our policies are constantly being 
reviewed and evolving. “We regularly, and I 
would say on a consistent basis, are reviewing 
our policies all the time, and so did we make 
changes specifically related to the Parkland 
shooting - no, but has it allowed possibilities 
for questions and a constant review of of 
policies, absolutely. And we will continue to do 
that because safety and security is our highest 
priority here at school”
 In order to gauge the SSSAS 
community’s opinions regarding gun control 
and the Second Amendment, The Voice sent 
out a survey a couple of weeks ago to all 
the members of the Upper School. The 173 
responses were split. One of the question 
asked “have you ever fired a gun before?” 
and 48.5 percent of people said yes.  Another 
question asked if there should be a repeal of 
the Second Amendment. Forty-two percent of 
respondents said no, 31 percent said yes, and 
14 percent said no opinion.
 The Sun Sentinel, a South Florida 
newspaper, interviewed members of victims’ 
families. Ryan Petty, the father of 14-year-old 

Sophia Jordan
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Gun Control Cont.

Course Selection Cont.
 The sophomores’ responses were 
more geared towards actually choosing their 
classes, including being accepted in the first 
place and making sure that their workload is 
manageable. However, the juniors’ and seniors’ 
responses tended to be much more specific to 
college, such as getting into classes that look 
good on their transcripts, maintaining a strong 
schedule, and ensuring that they have room 
and time in their schedules and will ultimately 
do well in each of them.
 While advanced classes may be the 
hardest to get into, some students are unable to 
take all of the electives they want to due to the 
sheer volume of students who want to enroll 
and a limit on the number of available spots. 
While a relatively high percentage of 10th and 
11th graders said that they have gotten into all 
of the classes they have wanted to take with no 
placement process, nearly 46% of seniors have 
been unable to take courses for this reason. 
But notwithstanding this statistic, 12th graders’ 
average satisfaction with all of the classes they 
have been accepted into is 7.29 out of ten, just 
barely lower than the 7.67 and 7.94 of 10th and 
11th graders, respectively.
 Ms. Tyree, chair of the Upper School 

science department, said “I would say 95% of 
students who want to take an AP science are 
approved.” In addition, despite the standing 
grade standard to get into AP sciences, she 
explained “we waive the grade requirement 
for students who have shown really good 
academic diligence,” because “the biggest 
difference between an AP science and a regular 
science is going to be workload and pace.” 
And, with regard to underclassmen getting 
into advanced and AP classes in the future 
across all departments, Ms. Tyree stressed the 
importance of performing well in their current 
classes “even though they’re not taking APs 
mostly until they’re seniors...so it starts now.”
 Mr. Marvin is the head of scheduling 
at the Upper School, and gave some broader 
thoughts on and insight into the course 
selection process: “It’s always what are you 
doing now to prepare you now to prepare 
yourself for the colleges that you’re hoping to 
go to...[and] whatever you’d like to do in life as 
far as a career.” More specific to the process itself, 
he said that “especially in the math department 
with Ms. Daly...they try to be very careful that 
a student is prepared to be successful without 
it being too difficult for them.” Mr. Marvin also 

commented on a recent trend he’s observed 
with more students taking tech classes, which 
he attributes to “Mr. Rho and the good work 
that he did in IT.”
 Jordan Walker, a current senior, 
explained his perspective as well. Something 
that he likes is “the booklet they give you...I 
don’t think they should change that.” On the 
topic of students sometimes not being able 
to take all of the classes they want to take, 
Jordan commented “if they really want to 
take that class, I think they should be able to, 
but it’s hard to say because if you don’t have 
enough space, you don’t have enough space...
so I’m not sure either how to fix that...I think it 
should be with APs as well.” He said that the 
main source of stress he has experienced with 
course selection is when he has “been told to 
take more difficult classes,” and “I’ve seen some 
people take too many difficult classes or APs.” 
Finally, Jordan had some words of advice for 
anyone who will be going through the process 
this spring: “Don’t worry about the classes that 
other people take. Take the classes that you 
want to take and you’re going to enjoy. And 
don’t take too many hard classes.”

to advocate change in our country’s gun 
control policies. 
 On February 21st, Donald Trump held 
a ‘listening session’ in response to concerns 
about recent school shootings and gun control. 
Victims of recent gun violence in schools 
were invited to the session which lasted over 
an hour.  There were people from the recent 
Florida school shooting (2018), the shooting at 
Columbine High School (1999) where 13 people 
were killed, and the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School (2012) where 20 children between six 
and seven years old were killed as well as six 
adult staff members. In acknowledgment of 
the points that were brought up by victims, 
President Trump suggested giving “concealed 
guns to gun adept teachers with military or 
special training experience.” Although he 
approximated that this would apply to roughly 
20 percent of teachers at a school, his intention 
behind the proposal is to make a school an 
unfavorable target for a shooter.  “A gun-free 
zone, to a killer, or somebody that wants to be 
a killer, that’s like going in for the ice cream...
They live for gun-free zones,” Trump said. 
 James Hurley ‘19 had strong opinions 
on Trump’s proposal: “Absolutely not, I do not 
think teachers should be armed. I also think 
it’s not only a question of ‘do we trust teachers 
to be armed,’ it’s a matter of ‘do you think 
teachers want to be armed’.” He believes that 
teachers are here to teach and inspire, not to 
think about the guns that they may have or the 
responsibility that they would inevitably have, 
but he said that “if we force guns upon public 
school teachers that could be a serious conflict 
of interest.” 
 When we asked Mrs. Adams about 
if she sees a future here at SSSAS where we 
would arm teachers, she responded by saying, 
“I think other solutions would be of the highest 
priority.”
 Mr. Mallet said he would rather look at 
other ways to “focus on a solution to the initial 
problem” rather than just react to it.
 Dr. Carter, director of college counseling 
here at SSSAS and a hunter himself, gave his 
thoughts on Trump’s proposal, saying that 
he doesn’t agree that it would be the best 
solution.  “Teachers should not be armed in 
school. I have no problem with armed security 
guards whose job is to be outside of the 
school...around here most public schools have 
uniform police officers parked right outside, I 
don’t have a problem with that. But we don’t 
need to arm teachers.”
 The Voice attempted to interview more 
members of the school community about 
Second Amendment rights and the President’s 

proposal to arm trained teachers, but our 
invitations were declined. Those we talked with 
off the record cited fears that their views might 
make them unpopular or misunderstood here 
at SSSAS. 
 When asked if gun control laws should 
be more strict, 88 percent of poll respondents 
here at SSSAS said yes, they should be. Dr. Cater 
mentioned that he thinks there should be more 
regulations over various types of weapons that 
are available to civilians. Specifically regarding 
semi-automatic weapons, he said he thinks 
there shouldn’t be a ban but that there definitely 
needs to be higher regulations. However, 76 
percent of SSSAS poll respondents replied that 
assault and semi-automatic weapons should 
be banned.
 In another question asking if members 
of the Upper School thought there was a 
correlation between the number of people who 
own guns vs. the number of mass shootings 
that have occurred in the USA, the responses 
clearly leaned one direction. Eighty-three 
percent of people responded that shootings 
would increase if people owned more guns, 
while only 17 percent said that there wasn’t a 
correlation.  
 James Hurley said that he does believe 
in the correlation because more guns would 
mean more possibilities. On the other hand, 
Dr. Carter said that there isn’t a correlation 
“because I think that statistically there are 
many guns out there, there are millions of 
guns out there, and even though we have had 
an increase in mass shootings, we are talking 
about individuals we’re not talking about how 
many guns are out there.” 
 However both agree that there is 
a correlation between mental health and 
mass shootings. Both think that most of the 
shootings that have occured in the USA were 
due to incidents where the individuals were 
mentally unstable. James supports this because 
of cases such as the Virginia Tech shooting, the 
Colorado shooter and even the most recent 
Parkland shooter, all three of whom were 
diagnosed with a mental condition of some 
sort. A 2015 study from Columbia University 
that analyzed a database of mass shooters 
shows that 52 out of 235 killers in the database 
- about 22 percent - were mentally ill. When 
we asked Dr. Carter about this information, he 
responded, “I consider somebody wanting to 
kill someone a mental problem.” 
 When asked if mass shootings reflect 
more on the shooter’s mental health problems, 
inadequate gun control laws or both, 65 
percent of SSSAS respondents said both, 21 
percent said mental health, and 14 percent 

said gun laws. 
 America is known as the county with 
one of the highest gun homicide rates, but it 
also has the world’s third-largest population. If 
we take a look at other countries, for example 
Canada, their gun homicide rate is nearly six 
times smaller than the gun homicide rate in 
the USA. Also European countries like Germany 
have a low murder rate in compared to the 
USA. But do these low numbers relate to the 
strict gun control laws in these countries? 
 Germany for example is known to have 
one of the strictest gun control laws in the 
world. Unlike US citizens, German citizens do 
not have fundamental rights to bear weapons. 
To obtain a weapon, German citizens must 
possess a license but their selection is limited. 
Fully automatic weapons are banned for every 
citizen while semi-automatic guns are allowed 
if you hunt or participate in competitive 
shooting. 
 Since 2009 there has not been a single 
rampage in German schools, and since 2016 
there has not been a single mass shooting 
throughout Germany, according to Augsburger 
newspaper.
 Another country often mentioned as 
an example of gun control is Australia. After a 
mass shooting in 1996, Australian lawmakers 
responded by banning firearms such as 
automatic and semiautomatic rifles and 
shotguns. As a result Australia’s homicide rate 
dropped by about 42 percent, according to Vox 
News. 
 Most American citizens (66 percent) 
favor stricter gun legislation, according to a 
Quinnipiac University poll taken a week after 
the Parkland shooting. Eighty-eight percent of 
the students and teachers who took our poll 
responded the same way.  
 Although our opinions may differ on 
specific issues regarding gun control and the 
Second Amendment, everyone agrees that 
students shouldn’t have to fear for their lives. 
School should be a place where students go to 
learn, be inspired, and set the foundation for 
their futures.
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Lax is Bax

Op-Ed: The Minimum Wage in Virginia
By Katherina Harding ‘18 and Connor Becton ‘18 as part of the Seeding Social Innovation course

 “Tweeet! Tweet!” the whistles of Saints 
lacrosse coaches Dodds and Phillips blow 
loudly as the team prepares to enter the 2018 
season, which has a lot of hype surrounding it.
 The Saints lacrosse program had an 
interesting year in 2017 to say the least. With a 
large wave of seniors leaving the program after 
the State Championship run in 2016, many 
members of the classes of 2018 and 2019 had 
filled the empty spots on the roster. This gave 
many players the opportunity to shine and 
excel. Much like the 2016 season, the program 
has a very large senior class heading into 2018 
that has a lot of potential to make a long run in 
the playoffs. A few of the players and coaches 
gave us their insights on the upcoming season 
and what the expectations are for this season.
 Mason Edwards ‘19 stated that his 
goals for the 2018 season were to “Win two 
championships and beat our big rivals such 
as Bullis, Landon, and St Anne’s Belfield.” Last 
season, the Saints took down VISAA in-state 
rival St. Anne’s Belfield on Kelleher field in an 
overtime thriller, when Conner McCulloch (‘18) 
scored the game winning goal. 
 Coach Tim Dodds said the players 
have been “Working hard in the weightroom, 
reflecting on last year’s chaotic season, 
envisioning an opportunity to grow as a tightly 
knit unit.”
 And chaotic describes the extra 
distractions and close losses that pushed 
the team into a hole heading to the state 
tournament last season, pulling the team 
apart and straining the team’s family dynamic. 
The team was ranked fifth out of eight 
teams, fighting an uphill battle to the state 
championship. Even through this adversity 
and challenge, the team’s talent and hardwork 
prevailed and lead the team past O’Connell, 
Collegiate, Paul VI, and Norfolk to a state 
banner. 

 There are many big name schools on 
the Saints schedule this year, and the program 
has a very good chance of being recognized 
as a top-tier high school program. We asked 
a few of the members of the program if there 
were any specific games on the radar. Coach 
Phillips stated that “The next game is the most 
important game, no matter who we play. Right 
now Dematha [the first game of the season] is 
our biggest game.” The emphasis of the season 
is to focus on the task at hand, which will be 
essential to take down teams like the Hill 
Academy and IAC rivals Bullis and Landon.
 The Saints are returning a large senior 
class headed by returning captains, Rainier 
Lee and Silas Newsome. Andrew Tyeryar ‘19 
said “we’ll be looking up to the large senior 

class for leadership.” Looking to the seniors is 
a common theme and reigns true throughout 
the entirety of the team. The class of 2018 has 
had a significant impact on the program since 
the boys entered into the upper school their 
freshman year. They are one of the biggest 
classes and are looking to come away with an 
IAC championship before they go to college. 
 Many of the coaches and players 
believe that this year’s lacrosse team has 
the talent to be one of the best teams the 
school has seen in recent years. With a 
stacked schedule this season there is also 
an opportunity to put themselves on the 
map and in the national scene. The team is 
looking forward to some great competition 
this season, and hopes to send off this year’s 
seniors on a high note.

Photo by Blake Kurtz ‘18

 The ideal that every US citizen should 
have an equal opportunity to achieve 
success and prosperity through hard work, 
determination, and initiative: that is the 
American dream right? This is a nice idea, 
but how can a kid who is forced to work at a 
young age and drop out of high school,  just 
to help support his own family, have the same 
opportunities as someone who has the ability 
to get a full education and focus primarily on 
school? Why should someone working forty 
hours a week, fifty-two weeks a year still be 
considered to be living in poverty and meeting 
the federal poverty threshold?
 The federal minimum wage is $7.25 an 
hour throughout the US. However, states have 
the opportunity to increase their minimum 
wage, which many have, 29 and the District to 
be exact. Virginia is not one of those states. 
 According to a U.S. Labor statistics 
study, Virginia was the eleventh most expensive 
state to live in during 2017, however, it was 
the only state in the top fifteen to continue to 
follow the federal wage limit. This shows how 
far behind Virginia is in the fight for fair wages. 
The bottom line of this battle is the fact that 
while inflation has steadily been increasing 
over the past years, the minimum wage has 
not changed in over a decade. 
 The fallacy many people seem to 
conclude about the minimum wage is that 
an increase would result in an increase in 
unemployment, which would ultimately result 
in a poor economy. However, there is no true 
evidence that links unemployment to the 
current wage. The opposite effect has actually 
been recorded in New York, Maryland, and 
California. In New York, their unemployment 
rate has been declining significantly over the 
years while the wage has been increasing, 
up to $11 an hour. Maryland now has a 
$9.75 minimum wage with a decreasing 

unemployment rate, and the same can be 
said for California and most states that have 
increased their lowest wages.
 On average, to afford to live in Virginia, 
one working on minimum wage would have to 
make 240% of what they are currently making, 
or roughly $17.50, just to be able to support 
themselves and not pay more than 30% of their 
paycheck on housing. Another way to quantify 
this would be to say one would have to work 
one hundred and twenty-seven hours at the 
current minimum wage to be able to achieve 
this goal. These numbers are astounding, and 
a sign that something needs to be done. 
 The value of the dollar is not equal 
everywhere, and this is obvious in how 
minimum wage workers live based on location. 
The housing market is especially vulnerable 
to location; a house is worth much less in the 
countryside in Mississippi than in the DMV. A 
person may be able to live in more rural areas 
off of the minimum wage much easier than in 
the city, which is why Virginia is so far behind. 
The elected officials need to take a look at 
the discrepancy between the cost of living in 
Virginia and the salary of a minimum wage 
worker, because, as they’ll come to realize, cost 
of living is too high.
 Someone who works forty hours a 
week, fifty-two weeks a year on minimum 
wage is still considered to be living in poverty. 
Someone who works the same hours as most 
workers in America, cannot support their family 
and barely themselves. This leads to the theory 
of the poverty cycle. The idea of it is simple 
enough, a parent working on minimum wage 
and can barely support their family, once the 
kid comes of age he must also work to provide 
for the family. Often times this takes the place 
of going to school as many have to get a full-
time job.

 Some companies have taken their 
own initiative to pay their employees a “Living 
Wage.” One company leading this charge is 
Walmart. Walmart plans to raise their lowest 
salaries to eleven dollars an hour, along with 
bonuses to low-level employees from the 
tax deduction bill. But large corporations 
campaigned for this tax break so they could 
raise the salaries and give huge bonuses to 
themselves and high-level executives, not 
their workers. Granted, with the tax break 
stockholders get a portion of the returns as 
well which ultimately stimulates the economy, 
but not as much as giving $1,000 bonuses to 
people making the minimum wage. 
 The current minimum wage affects the 
families that rely on it, but also the economy. 
Not only would an increase in minimum wage 
benefit the lower income families receiving 
the wage, but the economic state of the United 
States as a whole. Without money to spend, 
minimum wage workers cannot stimulate the 
economy by putting their money back into 
it. This means people cannot invest, which is 
a crucial aspect of how the markets function 
today. A higher wage would ultimately be 
better for the economy and America as a whole. 
Businesses cannot thrive without money 
coming in from the lower class, especially 
business that employs the underpaid workers. 
It is economically proven that the way to get 
out of a recession or stimulate the economy is 
to put money back into it, and people working 
minimum wage jobs simply cannot afford to 
do that with their current salaries. 
 While Virginia is not the whole economy, 
the legislation is far behind other states who 
have started the fight for a living wage. While 
there would be large layoffs if the minimum 
wage was abruptly changed to fifteen dollars 
an hour, Virginia legislation needs to work 
towards that goal, slowly but surely.

By Nicholas Dupuis ‘19 and Jackson Reynolds ‘19
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 For our fourth annual Date Lab, The Voice 
staff sent three couples, matched from gender-
blind compatibility tests, on dates to get to 
know each other better. The three couples 
were Francesca Tangherlini ‘18 and Rainer Lee 
‘18; Domenick Bailey ‘18 and Emilio Pilapil ‘18; 
and Cassandra Do and Jenna Lindsey ‘18. After 
going out on their 30-45 minute lunch dates, 
they reported back to us on what happened, as 
well as their views on dating in general.
 Keep reading to see of our couples 
were able to find love at first lunch, or if they 
left with a bitter taste in their mouths.

Date Lab : Post-Gender Edition

Rainier’18 and Francesca’18 at IHOP 
on Valentine’s day 

Emilio’18 and Domenick ‘18
 at Noodles and Company 

By Afua Nyantakyi ‘18

Francesca:
Where did you go and why? 
We went to IHOP because I had to go to Best 
Buy to get my dad’s Valentines gift for my mom, 
so we had to go somewhere close to that and I 
don’t like Chipotle. 
What did you talk about? 
We kind of talked a lot about parties and Beach 
week and stuff like that.
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two? 
We kinda hang out with different people, other 
than our one common denominator. So it was 
sometimes hard to talk because I didn’t know 
half the people he was talking about
Did anything surprise you about the other 
person? 
Nah.
What were you expecting? 
I was expecting us not to have anything to talk 
about since we’re different people, and only to 
talk about Sarah [Francesca’s best friend and 
Rainier’s girlfriend], but we didn’t.
Was there anything you liked about the 
date, didn’t like? 
My waffle was really good.
What rate would you give the date? 
A 2 or a 3 
Any funny moments? 
We had to ask our waiter to take a picture of us, 
and she very much thought it was a Valentine’s 
day thing.
Any tips on dating etiquette? 
Not really. 
What do you look for in a partner? 
Funny, Smart, Talented in some sort of way 
Any Last Words? 
The sodas at IHOP aren’t that carbonated.

Rainier:
Where did you go and why? 
We went to IHOP because she had to run to 
Best Buy, and because I love breakfast.
What did you talk about? 
We talked about a lot of things, a lot about 
school, a little bit about college and all of that.
Rainier Continued: 
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two? 
Differences, when we were talking about 
colleges, she didn’t know what she wanted to 
do. Similarities: we both like IHOP.
Did anything surprise you about the other 
person? 

I never really talk to Francesca that much but 
the conversation flowed nicely.
What were you expecting? 
What were you expecting? 
I didn’t really have any expectations, I just 
wanted to eat.
Was there anything you liked about the 
date, didn’t like? 
Maybe if the date had come along with a 
couple of questions or objectives that would 
have been nice and helped. 
What rate would you give the date? 
It was a good date, but I’m gonna rate it a 1 
though just for gigs.
Any funny moments? 
We had to go to Best Buy afterwards to get a 
projector or something and the guys were just 
not helpful.
Any tips on dating etiquette? 
Guy should always pay, and don’t be on your 
phone.
What do you look for in a partner? 
I wanna say something funny, gimme a sec…
Yeah, love at first sight.  

Emilio:
Where did you go and why? 
Noodles and Company because that’s all we 
had time for. 
What did you talk about? 
We talked about a film project we worked on 
together, we talked about college, and the 
music industry and film industry. 
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two? 
That we worked on this project together and 
we both have similar takes on which one 
[music vs film] is more work, which one has 
more appreciation. No differences.
Did anything surprise you about the other 
person? 
No. 
What were you expecting? 
A good, nice conversation with one of my 
friends. 
Was there anything you liked about the 
date, didn’t like? 
I liked going out there and talking to him since 
we don’t get to talk all that much.
What rate would you give the date? 
5 
Any funny moments? 
Nah just good conversation. 
Any tips on dating etiquette? 
Don’t be on your phone. 
What do you look for in a partner? 
Someone who’s committed. 
Any last words? 
It was a ton of fun.

Cassandra: 
Where did you go and why? 
We went to Noodles and Company because 
we had 30 mins to get lunch.
What did you talk about?  
On the way there she was talking about this 
Spanish project that they had to present 

Domenick
Where did you go and why? 
We went to Noodles and Company and the 
day that we went on the date we kinda had 
something else planned… we wanted to go to 
IHOP but that would have taken too much time 
so we decided on Noodles. 
What did you talk about? 
We talked about a lot of stuff actually. We 
talked about college plans, he and I were in a 
film studies class together where we ended up 
making a movie together, so some of that stuff. 
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two? 
We’re pretty different but at the same time 
kinda similar. We like a lot of the same music, 
which was cool, which I noticed on the car 
ride over. Differences, he’s into film and I play 
basketball so we talked about that.
Did anything surprise you about the other 
person? 
Some of his college plans surprised me. He had 
gotten accepted into a lot of great schools, not 
that that’s what surprised me because he’s a 
great student, but they were kinda some places 
far away from home and I didn’t know that was 
what he was planning on doing. 
What were you expecting? 
I was actually expecting it to be a cool, relaxed 
date. I was happy I got paired with him because 
he’s someone I know so it wouldn’t have been 
awkward. I would say for the most part the date 
was what I expected it to be. 
Was there anything you liked about the 
date, didn’t like? 
I liked that it was with someone I knew. I liked 
that we that we went to Noodles. I wish we had 
more time.
What rate would you give the date? 
I would rate it a 4.
Any funny moments? 
We talked about some of the memories from 
making our film that were funny 
Any tips on dating etiquette? 
Emilio was someone that I knew but if you were 
to date someone that you didn’t know, then 
try to find things that you can both talk about, 
things that you guys both find interesting, 
don’t be shy about stuff and try to be as open 
as you can.
What do you look for in a partner? 
I would say someone that’s open-minded, 
easy to talk to, for me you have to be pretty 
intelligent, know what they’re talking about 
and funny is helpful. 
Any final thoughts?
Overall it was a great experience, glad the 
school put it on and glad that I got to be a part 
of it.

Cassandra’18 and Jenna ‘18
 at Noodles and Company 
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A Peek into Ally Week

 What’s better than ally day? Ally week!
This year the GSA (Gender-Sexuality Alliance) 
conducted their club events differently from 
years past. Instead of having many events 
such as the Valentine’s Day bake sale and the 
Day of Silence spread out on different days of 
different months, they chose to condense it all 
in one week. 
 Although Vice President to the club, Jen 
Varghese ‘19 admits that the “preparation was 
a bit of a grind,” both she and president Elliot 
Karsten ‘18 were happy to see that enthusiasm 
over the week was noticeably greater than 
in the scattered events of years past. Many 
members agreed that having the events occur 
back to back allowed for a necessary focus on 
LGBTQ+ issues to be sustained in the school for 
an extended period of time. 
 Monday: Ally Pledge Day. The GSA 
started Ally week with a bang, as they stationed 
themselves in the front lobby first thing in the 
morning, encouraging others to participate 
in taking the Ally pledge. According to the 
GSA, the pledge to be an ally to the LGBTQ+ 

By Afua Nyantakyi ‘18
for the next period. She told me something 
funny but I can’t remember anymore. We were 
also laughing because before we left, Myles 
couldn’t guess our ethnicities correctly. 
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two? 
The similarity is that we’re both Vietnamese. 
We didn’t really talk about differences... we 
ordered different things. Does that count? 
Did anything surprise you about the other 
person?
The fact that we don’t hang out even though 
she’s a pretty cool person and I’ve been in 
school with her for 4 years and we could 
have hung out more. I was expecting that we 
wouldn’t have anything to talk about, but the 
conversation was pretty flowing and nice. 
Was there anything you liked about the 
date, didn’t like? 
We didn’t pick a good day to go since lunch was 
so short; we didn’t get to sit down and properly 
get to know one another.
What rate would you give the date? 
5 
Any funny moments? 
I was trying to get a drink, and I finally decided 
what I wanted then the drink machine just 
went back to normal and Jenna was laughing 
at me because after I had taken my time to 
decide, the drink machine was just like “nope.” 
Any tips on dating etiquette? 
As far as dating etiquette, don’t be late and 
don’t have bad breath.
What do you look for in a partner? 
Somebody that sices the heck outta me, makes 
me laugh (like if you’re not funny why talk to 
me, jk), Somebody that dresses well. Style is 
important, I’m trying to show up looking nice 
with my hubby.
Any final words?
Live your life!

Jenna: 
Where did you go and why? 
We went to Noodles because we didn’t have 
much time, because of the shorter lunch, and 
it was close by. 
What did you talk about? 
Our driving skills, and we didn’t have much 
time so we kinda went, got our food, took the 
picture and went back. We also talked about 
being Vietnamese. 
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two? 
Differences: She’s a better driver. Similarities: 
We’re both Viet. 
Did anything surprise you about the other 
person? 
Nah. Cus we didn’t have that much time.
What were you expecting? 
More time, haha. We talked about how bad of a 
driver I was before, so when we went, she was 
like “I can drive!” and I was like “I see.” I don’t 
blame her, haha. Continued on pg 6
Was there anything you liked about the 
date, didn’t like? 
I liked that since I don’t spend that much time 
with Cassandra, it was nice to have lunch with 
someone I don’t get to talk to as much. 
What rate would you give the date? 
If it had to do with the date itself, like, it’d be 
maybe a 2 because we had to rush, and by the 
time we got back to school lunch had ended.
Any funny moments? 
They misspelled my name very incorrectly at 
Noodles. With my last name, they put a Z in 
there and took out a few letters.
Any tips on dating etiquette? 
Nah.
What do you look for in a partner? 
Someone with a sense of humor.

community, “meaning that support all people 
who are part of the community and will not 
use homophobic language.” 
 Tuesday: Bake Sale. On Tuesday, 
members of the GSA held a wildly popular 
bake sale, with as many treats overflowing the 
tables as there were eager customers. The club 
donated their proceeds to the Human Rights 
Campaign.
 Wednesday: Black Box forum. On 
Wednesday the GSA held a black box forum to 
discuss businesses denying services based on 
sexuality. One topic that attendees focused on 
was the famous case of the baker who refused 
to make a wedding cake for a gay couple 
requesting his services. Mrs. Bays, the club 
sponsor was very proud of the way the club 
leaders conducted this event, beaming as she 
recalled their leadership as “unparalleled.”
 Thursday: Day of Silence. Following 
the black box forum on Wednesday, the GSA 
hosted the Day of Silence on Thursday, during 
which upper school students pledged to 
remain silent for the whole day in solidarity with 
LGBT teenagers who have committed suicide 
as a result of bullying that they have faced. Mrs. 
Bays recognized this as a definite highlight of 
the week but also addressed a future effort to 
communicate more with teachers in order for 
the day to run more smoothly. 
 Friday: Movie Night. To end the week, 
the GSA held a screening of The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower, a movie with themes about identity 
and finding your voice. According to president 
Elliot Karsten ‘18 “there were some issues that 
arose between GSA members and the school 
administration regarding an appropriate movie 
choice; nonetheless, the night was a success 
and ended the week on a high note.”

Date Lab Continued

In and Out Dictionary: Clout
By Afua Nyantakyi ‘18

 If you’ve been keeping up with the 
youth lately then you’d know about a word 
that’s been climbing the charts of trending 
colloquialisms: clout. While the newspaper 
is quite aware that the rise and fall of clout’s 
popularity has already passed for those most 
in the know, we figured that there’s no better 
time to inform the rest of the world about that 
secret word with many meanings. 
 Resident Clout Connoisseur, Matthew 
Wiggins ‘18 defines clout as  “Respect 
quantified by online following on social media 
and ethernet. Clout is the yeah.” On the topic 
of his own clout, he remained humble. “I would 
say that I’m a clout lord, not a clout god. But 
I have accumulated some respectable level 
of clout over the past few years and I’m just 
looking for more.”
 For those of you looking to accumulate 
your own clout, Matthew had some tips.: “You 
can acquire it one of two ways. You can acquire 
it from  networking with people who have 
more clout than you, such as online influencers 
or  [ you can acquire it through] original content 
and controversy which leads to interest and 
popularity.” 
  As with most things, however, there is 
also a shortcut. The simplest way to display a 
sense of clout is by wearing “clout goggles”: 
specialized sunglasses that seamlessly 
replenish your clout for a price of $20. While I 
will not admit to owning a pair myself (okay, 
fine, they’re green), people from all walks of life 
have been seen wearing them. 
 Formerly known as “Cobain Shades” 
when the late lead singer of Nirvana, Kurt 
Cobain first wore them, the glasses evolved 
into what they are now through exposure 
by rappers such as Playboi Carti, Lil Pump, Lil 
Yachty, and Denzel Curry. 
 However, when asked about which 
people possessed clout, Matthew stayed true 
to the original definition. “I think Donald Trump 
has a lot of clout, Mattyb has so much clout, he 

has clout just pouring out of him. I think Keith 
Mills has a lot of clout, personally. Lil Uzi has so 
much clout and Steve Harvey”  
 He then ended with a bold statement, 
declaring in his eyes who reigns as supreme 
clout god. “Oprah Winfrey is the supreme-- 
She Invented clout, like if you have your own 
network that means people wanna see your 
[stuff] like that much.”
 While we seem to think this word 
popped out of thin air in the summer of 2017, 
Clout, in the same sense of what it means 
today, has been around since the sixties and 
was popularized by a journalist named Mike 
Royko. In fact, Royko explained “What Clout Is 
and Isn’t” in a 1973 Chicago Daily News column 
where he essentially rants about the misuse 
and overuse of the word. In his own words, 
“clout” was snatched up in New York and 
Washington” and “soon it came tripping off the 
lips of TV commentators, and was being tossed 
knowledgeably about the Washington Press 
Club.” 
 The purpose of the word was to replace 
another Chicago slang word “Pull.” He then 
defined Chicago clout as “political influence, 
as exercised through patronage, fixing, money, 
favors, and other traditional City Hall methods.” 
Through this definition, the new definition of 
clout is definitely less mysterious, as you can 
probably see where we pulled the term “cool 
currency” from. 
 As of now, clout in its 2018 reincarnation 
contines to remain in the sweet spot of slang: 
widespread, yet ittle known enough to remain 
elusive. In other words, that means you’re safe 
to use the word from now until the next trend 
overthrows it. 

Cassandra’18 and Jenna ‘18
 at Noodles and Company 
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My Debutante Family Tradition
 The lights dimmed and the names 
started to be called. We were called out in 
alphabetical order by last name, and mine was 
last.
 I received only two types of reactions 
when I told people that I was making my 
debut: one was a blank questioning stare that 
immediately told me they had no idea what I 
was talking about that soon turned into shock 
and disbelief when I told them what it was. Or 
the people who already knew what making my 
debut meant usually replied with a sceptical, 
“really?” 
 For those who don’t know what a debut 
is, it was originally done as an introduction to 
society for young women of the upper class; 
although it is no longer centered around the 
upper class or presentation to society. 
 I received many questions about why 
I would want to subject myself to walking 
across a stage and smiling, I have a simple 
answer: my grandmother. My grandmother is a 
true southern lady to the core, born in Georgia 
who then made a home in Louisiana. Two of 
her four daughters made their own debut, one 
of whom was my mother, and  seven of her 
granddaughters did as well. So in an effort to 
help my grandmother be able to say that all 
eight of her granddaughters were debutantes, 
I agreed to make mine as well. 
 One thing that does need to be said is 
that I did not make my debut in New Orleans. 
The balls in New Orleans are much bigger, 
expensive, and well known. I made my debut 
in the small town of New Iberia where my mom 
grew up, about two hours outside of New 
Orleans. It is much more low key than the ones 
in the city; there is no parade or anything big 

 Even before Black Panther came out, I 
knew this was a film that would be sensational, 
and of course, I marked my calendar for a date. 
An all-star, all-black cast: Chadwick Boseman, 
Lupita Nyong’o, Michael B. Jordan, Danai Gurira, 
Angela Bassett, not to mention a black director, 
Ryan Coogler, I thought finally, a movie for us, 
made by us. And a superhero movie at that, 
a category that is usually uncharted for black 
people. A film that would finally celebrate the 
excellence and beauty of black people, rather 
than dwelling on the usual subjects: slavery 
and oppression. 
 Taking place in the fictional land of 
Wakanda, Black Panther provides a very 
different perspective of ‘Africa’ than most think 
of. Wakanda is prosperous, a society more 

technologically advanced than any other 
(thanks to the precious mineral, vibranium), 
while also retaining their rich African culture. 
The latter is just so important as it demonstrates 
that black people can be successful without 
conforming to European standards. 
 From a critical perspective, Black 
Panther was nothing short of impressive. 
From exceptional acting, captivating action 
and special effects, to an amazing soundtrack 
produced by Kendrick Lamar,  a plot that was 
dynamic and engrossing, by the end of the 
film I felt nothing but pride, admiration, and 
empowerment. It was perfectly crafted to 
challenge and negate stereotypes associated 
with Africa, that the world deems as the 
poorest, weakest, ugliest continent (as a result 

By Georgia Tritak ‘18
like that, the lead up is very underwhelming. 
During Thanksgiving break I went down to 
Louisiana to attend the Debutante Tea. It may 
sound like a fancy, high society function, but 
in reality it was just all of the debs standing in 
a receiving line with their mothers shaking the 
invited womens’ hands. For the other debs this 
may have been a slightly enjoyable process, 
however, for me this was highly vexing. As I 
was the only one in the group who was not 
from the area, I knew none of the people at this 
event besides my own family. So I stood in the 
line with a huge smile plastered on my face, 
shaking hands for two hours. After that, I really 
did nothing until the actual ball besides pick 
out my dress and participate in glorified curtsy 
practice. 
 Soon enough, I watched as the line of 
girls ahead of me stepped out with their escort 
(usually their father or grandfather) and had 
their biographies read. All of the sudden I was 
left standing alone with my uncle behind the 
curtain. I shakily took his hand a started my 
walk across the stage. I could hardly hear my 
bio being read because the cheers that erupted 
from my family, which was sitting in the very 
first row, drowned out all other sounds. Being 
up on the stage that night was different from 
anything that I had ever done. I have been 
doing theatre for years now, so being in front 
of an audience is not something new for me, 
but this was something else. Every other time 
I go up on stage I am acting, I am not me, 
rather I am someone else. It was terrifying yet 
exhilarating to just be Georgia on stage for 
once, not a character. 
 I was later told by onlookers (i.e. my 
family) that I was “the best” up there that night, 
but I think everyone’s family told them that

 Following the pageant (which was only 
about 45 minutes) was the much anticipated 
ball. Hours of dancing, refreshments, and 
smiles were to come. I have never been much 
for dancing, but I couldn’t seem to stay off the 
floor, whether voluntary or not. The dancing 
lasted into the early morning, and all too 
soon it was over. The whole endeavor started 
out as something I felt the need to do out of 
obligation, but it turned into a memory that I 
will fondly remember for years to come.

What Black Panther Means to Me
By Kendall Davis ‘19

of colonization by the way). And for me, it was 
the hidden, or not so hidden, social rhetoric in 
the film that impacted me the most. Take Letitia 
Wright’s character, for example, a brilliant young 
black girl in charge of operating the technology 
lab of Wakanda herself, the mastermind behind 
the Black Panthers’ weapons and equipment, 
which challenges society’s belief about the 
interests and strengths of women, particularly 
black women. The film also tackles mineral 
mining, and how Wakanda was able to retain 
their vibranium while the rest of the African 
continent was stripped of its resources. And 
the clothing, the accessories, the languages 
spoken, and other factors serve the purpose of 
emphasizing that this movie is about Africa! 
 Besides all of the inspiring characters, 
engaging plot, and crime-fighting scenes, 
the most important thing I got most out 
of Black Panther was its complex message 
about African-American and African relations. 
Casting African Americans, along with African 
actors is significant, as it builds a bridge 
among the African and African-American 
communities, who are often focused on their 
disparities rather than their similarities. The 
African diaspora separated black people not 
only from their countries but also from their 
cultures, traditions, and identities, creating a 
divide between those brought to the Americas 
and those who remained in Africa. This film 
addresses this issue head-on, incorporating 
a crucial element in the movie that combines 
the cultures of Wakanda and black America 
in a way that is painful, yet conveys the 
neverending connection to black people all 
around the world. 
 Overall, I am nothing short of pleased 
with this movie and how it was able to 
incorporate a multitude of social messages 
while simultaneously telling a compelling 
story, full of action, of course. So if you are 
thinking about going to see Black Panther… 
Don’t think, go watch it!
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World News Digest
 Four years ago in 2014, the Winter 
Olympic Games were held in Sochi, Russia. 
ESPN reports the United States team finished 
second in the medal count in 2014, as they 
obtained 28 medals combined. The only 
country that won more medals than the 
United States team in 2014 was the Russian 
team, as they won 33 medals combined. 
Looking back on the 2018 olympics, which 
were held in Pyeongchang, South Korea, the 
United States had a poor showing compared 
to the 2014 olympic games. ESPN states the 
team won a total of 23 medals which is five less 
than in the 2014 games, behind three other 
nations, which places them 4th in the 2018 
medal count compared to the 2nd they placed 
in 2014. 
 One of the gold medal victories for the 
United States came in the men’s snowboard 
halfpipe. The Olympics official site reports 
USA’s Shaun White captured his third gold 
medal in the event, also making Olympic 
history, dropping a perfect score of 100/100.
 Another impressive moment in the 
Pyeongchang games was the Women’s Ice 
Hockey squad taking down the rival Canadians. 
The game was dead even until the Americas 
held their nerve in a shootout. Time Magazine 
reports the final score was 3-2, and this was 
the first Gold medal for the team since 1998.
 Another victory for the Americans came 
in the Women’s Cross Country Skiing final. The 
team was an underdog in the event and ended 
up taking down Norway and Sweden who 
were the favorites in the event.
 The team had some highlight 
performances but The Washington Post states 
the overall medal count of 23 was the fewest 
since the performance in 1998 of 13 total 
medals.

By The Voice Staff

2018 Winter Olympics

 Last week Europe was blanketed by 
a blizzard that has come to be known as 
the “Beast from the East.” According to The 
Washington Post, “icy winds from Siberia 
blowing across the continent” are the cause 
for this intense snow storm. Schools were shut 
down, cars covered with snow and ice, roads 
baren of drivers, and people of all ages were 
seen outdoors enjoying the unusual weather. 
There was even a snowball fight that broke 
out in front of the Colosseum, in which many 
tourists took part in (pictured to the right). 
Temperatures were expected to reach a low of 
“-30C (-22F) across the continent.” According 
to BBC News. 
 “Eastern Europe and Scandinavia are 
enduring the worst of this bitter winter weather, 
with temperatures running up to 35 degrees 
below average,”stated The Washington Post. 
According to BBC News the storm has not been 
all fun and games as “at least 10 people have 
died since Monday, including many who were 
sleeping rough in cities.” It is advised to find 
any available shelter as the storm continues to 
pelt Europe. Energy prices have skyrocketed as 
“within-day gas delivery surged 146 percent to 
190.00 pence ($2.63) per therm, their highest 
for at least 10 years.” 

“Beast From The East”

 CNN reports that West Virginia public 
school teachers will strike for a ninth day last 
Tuesday because the state legislature didn’t 
meet their demand for higher pay and better 
benefits over the weekend. All 55 counties 
announced school closures for Monday. About 
20,000 teachers walked out February 22, 
keeping almost 277,000 students out of class. 
Union leaders say the teachers won’t return to 
work until they get a 5% raise.
 After four years without any pay 
increase, many teachers said they’d rather be 
in the classroom. But they say they believe 
they’ve come too far to back down.
 “We feel like we’re under attack 
constantly,” said Cody Thompson, a social 
studies and civics teacher at Elkins High School. 
“Eventually whenever you’re pushed into a 
corner, you’ve got to push back,” reported NPR 
News.
 The Guardian reports the walkout 
began last month after Gov. Jim Justice 
signed a 2 percent pay raise for next year. 
The House of Delegates later approved a 5 
percent increase negotiated last week by 
Justice with the Unions. Then, on Saturday, 
the state Senate approved a 4 percent raise, 
prompting angry Union officials to vow to stay 

President Proposes New Tariff

West Virginia Teacher Strike

 Eastern Ghouta, Syria, has been under 
siege by the Syrian government since 2013, 
and is the last rebel stronghold near the 
capital. Russia has been backing the Syrian 
government’s efforts to reclaim the area, and 
according to the Syrian Observatory of Human 
Rights, 775 civilians were killed during the 
fifteen days leading up to March 5th. However, 
this violence is nothing new; Anadolu agency, 
an international news agency based in Ankara, 
Turkey, reported that more than 185 children 
and 109 women have been killed over the past 
three months.
 The reason that the Syrian government 
is so concerned with reclaiming Eastern 
Ghouta is because it is only about 10 km 
from Damascus, the capital city of Syria, as Al 
Jazeera reported. In addition, the 104 sq-km 
district is home to about 400,000 civilians, and 
about half are under 18 years old.
 According to the Syrian Arab News 
Agency, the Syrian regime has claimed several 
villages on the eastern part of the siege, which 
could turn the tide of the conflict. However, 
as CNN reports, this offensive occurred just 
a week after the UN Security Council held 
a unanimous vote in favor of a month long 
cease fire. And, despite the terrible violence, 
both sides are persisting, and an end does not 
seem likely in the near future.

Syrian Conflict Continues

Syrians walk down a rubble-filled street 
after a government airstrikes in Arbin, part 
of the Eastern Ghouta region held by rebel 

forces, in November, 2017

out of the classroom indefinitely. The House 
wouldn’t agree to the Senate’s move, sending 
the bill to the conference committee. House of 
Delegates spokesman Jared Hunt said Sunday 
no committee meeting has been scheduled. 
So the wait continues.
 ABC News reports that keeping 
schools shut for 277,000 students and 35,000 
employees has been determined on a day-
to-day basis. In a state with a 17.9 percent 
poverty rate, teachers and volunteers have 
gathered food for distribution to students who 
rely on free breakfasts and lunches at school. 
Students can’t just go with their families on 
long vacations either, they are on standby until 
the schools tell them it’s time to come back.

 President Trump is expected to sign 
a formal order calling for a 25 percent tariff 
on imported steel and a 10 percent levy on 
imported aluminum. 
 The decision has raised concern for 
countries who have previously engaged in 
trade with the United States such as Canada. 
according to CNBC, Canada is the leading 
supplier of imported steel and aluminum to 
the U.S., accounting for 16 percent of imported 
steel and 41 percent of imported aluminun. The 
tax will also likely impact aluminum and steel-
dependent industries such as the defense and 
aerospace programs.
 However the tariff does not hold 
exclusively negative effects. According to 
National Public Radio, “U.S. Steel announced 
plans to restart one of two idle blast furnaces 
in Granite City, Ill., and call back some 500 

workers.”
 National Public Radio reports Trump’s 
statement regarding his decision. “We’re 
going to build our steel industry back, and 
we’re going to build our aluminum industry 
back,” He also said, “They’ve been horribly 
treated by other countries, and they have not 
been properly represented. More importantly, 
because of that, workers in our country have 
not been properly represented.”

People in Rome, Italy, enjoy the blizzard
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 Our recent visit to the Supreme Court 
provided the seniors with a keen insight into 
our government. In our system we ask men 
and women to grapple with difficult and 
often controversial issues. Interacting with 
Chief Justice Roberts revealed that intelligent, 
honorable, humorous people play crucial roles 
in protecting our liberties. I hope the visit left 
everyone more optimistic about our shared 
political environment.

Winter 2017-2018 Events
By Jamie McLucas ‘18

Picture taken by Ms. McElroy; Caption by 
Mr. Garikes, AP US Government and Politics 

teacher

AP US Government and Politics 
Supreme Court Visit Multicultural Night “Home is where your story begins.” As 

students, teachers, and families entered the 
cafeteria for Multicultural Night this year, they 
passed under a sign painted with those words.  
When we chose the theme of “home” for this 
year’s multicultural night, we were inspired by 
our visit from poet Richard Blanco this past fall, 
who shared with us his struggle to understand 
what home meant to him, growing up in the 
U.S. as the son of Cuban immigrants.  “Home” 
means different things to each of us, but it is 
for each of us the seed of our stories. In sharing 
our favorite children books, home remedies, 
holiday traditions, memories of grandparents, 
songs, dances, and food, we learned more of 
our collective story as the community of St. 
Stephen’s and St. Agnes School – home, in a 
way, to us all.

Pictures taken by Xander Chiaramonte ‘20; Caption by Ms. Hunt

Scholastic Winners

 Upper School students received 30 
awards, including 4 Gold Keys, in the Regional 
Scholastic Art & Writing competition. Our 
Saints were recognized in three categories: 
Gold Key, Silver Key, and Honorable Mentions 
in photography, painting, drawing, ceramics, 
digital design, and writing. The 4 Gold 
Key winners will advance to the National 
Competition.  “It is our department’s objective 
to nurture creativity and reward hard work. 
Being recognized by Scholastic’s adjudicators 
provides our students with an outside 
source of validation. The national awards will 
be announced in mid-March. Last year 43 
students submitted work and we received 17 
awards. This year we had more than 70 entries.

Catherine Owen’s Gold Key winning self 
portrait; Caption by Ms. Elkins

Coffee House

 We hosted a second Coffeehouse in 
January to coincide with the release of the 
winter issue of Fire & Stones. Coffeehouse has 
become a bi-annual event--a collaboration 
between Fire & Stones staff, the English 
Department, and the Art Department. This 
wonderful event provides the students an 
opportunity to perform in an intimate, safe 
and supportive setting. Although, fifteen acts 
signed up in advance, the open-mic portion 
of the evening is also popular. More than 
100 students and faculty attended the event, 
emceed by Editor, Marta Rich, Junior Editor, 
Rachel Sulaymanov, and staff member, Kitty 
Tyree.

Picture taken by Xander Chiaramonte ‘20; Caption by Ms. Elkins


