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Dedicating this May issue to our three editors

  When I walked into the technology 
lab on my first day of high school, I was 
outnumbered. Specifically, outnumbered by 
two seniors, two juniors, and a pregnant lady. 
It was early September of 2012, and I had just 
walked into my first high school newspaper 
class. I had no idea what to expect, and to my 
dismay, I was surrounded by upperclassmen 
and a stranger named “Mrs. McElroy.” They were 
more knowledgeable, more worldly, and I knew 
none of them. I felt puny next to them. There 
was also the teeny-tiny problem that I had never 
actually worked on a newspaper before. As Mrs. 
McElroy rattled off some ideas for our first issue, 
all I could think of was man, what have I gotten 
myself into? 
 Like every other freshman, I wanted to 
be older and sophisticated. Heck, by the middle 
of the year I’d already written out my chapel 
talk and my Newspaper goodbye. Now that I 
am a senior, I’m marveling at everything I’ve 
experienced and “gotten myself into.” I would 
have gladly run away from newspaper class my 
very first day. However, I stayed and made some 
of my best friends in that room. 
 High school is not easy. Throughout the 
four years I’ve come to realize that it doesn’t 
really matter where you are but rather who you 
are with. To me, The Voice is a group unlike any 
other at SSSAS. It’s where we come together 
for no benefit to ourselves but to publish a 
periodical and yes, read a lot of Buzzfeed and 
People Magazine. It’s a place where I’ve met 
people I would never have met anywhere else. 
I will start by saying thank you to my mentor and 
teacher Mrs. McElroy for her years of leadership 
of The Voice. I’d like to thank the current staff: 
Jacob, Eden, Katie, Katerina, and Afua (once in 
newspaper, always in newspaper). Thank you for 
your insight, ideas, and crossword puzzles. Keep 
making newspaper awesome. 
  The first story I ever wrote for newspaper 
was about a freshman’s perspective on the first 
week of high school. Mrs. McElroy pitched it, and 
since I was an expert on nothing else, I agreed to 
write it. The last story I’ll ever write is this one. 

Au Revoir, Katie Connor!
 By Katie Connor ‘16

¡Adios, Katie Wood!
By Katie Wood  ‘16

 I started writing for The Voice my 
Junior year after Dr. Klein approached me 
and suggested that I join the staff. I’ll admit 
I was a bit hesitant at first because I had 
never done any sort of informal or editorial 
writing in the past, but from that point on, 
Newspaper has been one of my favorite 
times of a day. It’s kind of a safe haven for 
me; half free period, half creative time, but 
a group of writers who have always pushed 
me to be better. I’ll admit that we spend a 
lot of time on Buzzfeed and having political 
debates, but we also spend a ton of time 
deciding which articles we think will best 
reflect the opinions of the students, and I 
think we’ve done a pretty great job. 
 To Katie Connor: thank you so much 
for being the best Editor ever. The amount 
of work that you have put into this paper is 
incredible so thanks for showing me how 
it’s done. To Eden: your photoshopping 
skills are unmatched and I love your secret 
sarcastic humor. Thanks for always listening 
to my rants. To Katerina: although you came 
in late to the staff you have been such a 
vital part of keeping the paper current and 
always pushing the envelope. I hope that 
you continue pushing those limits on the 
paper next year. To Jacob: thanks for being 
the best seat buddy ever. Even though 
you play online chess the majority of the 
time, I appreciate you indulging me in the 
occasional Buzzfeed quiz. Good luck next 
year and I hope your Columbus Day piece 
finally gets published. 
 To Mrs. McElroy: Thank you for being 
one of the best critics I have ever had. You 
are always so positive but also constantly 
force me to rethink a position or change up 
an article to make it more complex. I have 
loved all of our chats about what’s on the 
cover of The Washington Post or the New 
York Times that day, but also being able to 
talk about who wore what to the Oscars. 
I’ve missed you these past few months but 
I’m glad baby Theo is doing well. See you at 
Table Talk sometime, maybe.. 

So Long, Solomon!
By Eden Solomon ‘16

 I only joined newspaper halfway through 
junior year. Going into the class, I didn’t really 
know what to expect. Was I crazy to take on 
another class during what was already one of 
the most stressful years of high school? Would 
the class end up being really lame and boring? 
Would I even like writing newspaper articles, 
something I had never really tried doing before? 
These were just a few of the doubts I had, but 
after only a few classes, I was so happy that I 
took the chance because it was one of the best 
decisions I have made in my high school career. 
 Mrs. McElroy, without your guidance, 
there is no way that we would have been able 
to function as one unit. Thank you for being 
understanding when senior year was rough, 
pushing me to do my best, and having a sense of 
humor that is incredibly rare amongst teachers 
nowadays. I am so lucky to have had you as an 
English teacher and Newspaper mentor, and I 
hope we will see each other soon.
 Katie W. and Katie C., WE DID IT!!! We 
bonded over the struggles that come with 
senior year, and I can say that you guys are two 
of the most intelligent and creative people I 
know. You’re gonna rock it in college! Jacob 
and Katerina, I’m so glad that this class allowed 
me to know you guys better. I can’t think of a 
better pair to take lead the newspaper staff next 
year. I’ll miss your debates over what should and 
shouldn’t be included in various articles. Afua, it 
was truly a heartbreaking moment hearing that 
you had to leave newspaper class, but I hear 
you’re coming back next year. 
 To all of you, I want to say that I couldn’t 
have done it without you guys. You helped me 
come up with ideas and edit my articles. More 
than that though, we have made so many 
memories that I will never forget, from discussing 
world issues to taking Buzzfeed quizzes to eating 
at Table Talk to exchanging gifts for our Secret 
Santa Christmas party to predicting when Ms. 
McElroy would have her baby. I will miss you all 
so much, but I’ll be sure to visit when I’m back.
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We’ll Miss You, Ms. Myhre

The 39 Years

 

What were your first impressions of the school 
when you came here?
[A] very friendly reception, loved the setup 
of the middle school and the way the band/
orchestra room was staged and organized. 
The schedule set for me that day was quite 
full, with rehearsals, meetings, and time to 
chat with the teachers.

What made you want to become a 
teacher? 
 My father was a music educator his 
entire life, starting in New Britain, CT, and 
then spending 20 years at College of the 
Holy Cross, his alma mater, as well as 12 other 
colleges in the New England/mid-Atlantic 
area. Following in his footsteps was an easy 
choice for me, but I didn’t begin teaching until 
I had performed professionally on the road for 
4 years after graduate school. 

How did your own education impact your life?
 High school and college were 
certainly experiences that shaped my life.  As 
a student at Deerfield Academy, I was in a 
very competitive atmosphere and learned to 
navigate through some challenging courses. 
College gave me the opportunity to pursue all 
of my musical interests, and being at UMass 
and being part of the 5-college consortium, 
I took advantage of it all, performing in every 
conceivable performing group for four of the 
colleges.

What is the same about teaching as being a 
student? What is different?
 The most similar aspect between 
being a teacher and a student is that one 
never stops learning, and it can be exciting 
and can foster more expansive creativity at 
the same time.

What will you miss the most about our 
community?
 I will miss the students above all, but 

Taibl Continued

 
By Afua Nyantakyi ‘18 

also my colleagues and teaching the subjects 
that I love. I thoroughly enjoyed working with 
my students on a daily basis and watching their 
progress as musicians. To see them come in as 
freshmen and leave as confident young men 
and women, well-trained and well-prepared for 
college and life beyond SSSAS, is a rewarding 
and satisfying experience.

What is your favorite memory here? 
 My favorite memory?  That’s difficult to 
answer as there have been so many.  I would 
have to say that working with the Pit Orchestra 
and being part of the musical is my favorite 
memory! 

Where are you going next?
 My wife and I will be moving to Charlotte, 
NC to be closer to our daughter Lorraine and our 
granddaughter Jissel.  It has been like a second 
home for us as we have visited them numerous 
times and love the Charlotte area.

What are you looking forward to in the next 
phase of your life? 
 I am looking forward to having the family 
be close again, to watch our granddaughter go 
through middle school and high school, and for 
my wife and I to explore some of the passions 
and interests that we still have, specifically some 
of the things that we now have more time to 
pursue. We also look forward to being in a lively 
and thriving area for the arts and sports!

All that Jazz
By Jacob Lipton  ‘17

By Jacob Lipton ‘17 

 As the year comes to a close, we say 
goodbye to many beloved teachers who will not 
be returning as a part of the faculty next year. 
One teacher in particular, who has spent his 
time at SSSAS not only teaching math but also 
serving as a vibrant and active member in the 
community is Mr. Adams, who has decided to 
retire after 39 years spent at SSSAS. Before the 
SSSAS chapter of his life comes to a close, Mr. 
Adams reflected on his experiences and shared 
a little bit about his plans for the future in an 
interview:
  Q: What is one of  your most favorite 
memories from teaching and coaching at SSSAS 
for 39 years?
 A: One year, my daughter became the 
head JV softball coach at SSSAS, and I worked as 
her assistant coach….that was great fun!!
 Q: Do you plan to come back to the 
school often? Maybe as a substitute teacher?
  A: Yes!  I’m not ready to go “cold turkey” 
just yet.  My plan is to do some subbing and 
tutoring and, of course, I’ll make it back to as 
many athletic events and performances as I can.
 Q: Do you have a certain philosophy 

about teaching in general? How about for 
teaching math? 
 A: My philosophy has always been to 
keep things interesting….hence the stories 
and the corny jokes.  The average attention 
span of an adult is about 7 minutes, I hear, so I 
wanted to do things to keep students focused 
and attentive (standing on my desk, singing, 
etc)......most of the time it worked!!
 Q: How has your perspective about 
teaching changed over the years?
 A: Students haven’t changed much 
over the years, but the craft of teaching 
has evolved.  For me, the technology piece 
has fundamentally altered what we do in 
the classroom, and I now have a greater 
understanding and appreciation of how boys 
and girls learn and/or approach academics 
differently.
 Q: What made your experience 
teaching at SSSAS different from any other?
   A: From the day I walked into the 
building in 1977, I felt supported.  It has 
been an environment where I was given the 
freedom to “hone” my craft, and the faculty/
staff/administration has been absolutely the 
best.  SSSAS is a warm and caring place, and I 
felt that from day one!
 Q: What’s your secret for coming up 
with all of your hilarious class material? 
  A: It just comes out!  I don’t always plan 
to say and do the things that happen in class, 
but they certainly became an integral part of 
how I ran my classes.  I never wanted to be too 

silly, but I definitely wanted to keep students 
attentive and on their toes.
 Q: Now that you have a little more time 
on your hands, do you plan on making any 
more music with your band, New Mode Grass? 
  A: Our days as “formal performers” are 
over.  We will still get together and play music 
together (“parlor pickin’”is what they call it), 
but we have no plans to perform in public…..
maybe a private party now and again.
 Q: So, why 39 years? Why not 40 to 
round it all out? 
  A: I often thought that 40 years would 
be a good exit point, but I just felt it was time 
to go.  I have reached full retirement age (as 
defined by the “guvmint”).  Also, my wife has 
been retired for 8 years, and she recently told 
me, “I’m getting lonely out here...you should 
retire.”  Also, I now have 4 grandkids and I want 
them to get to know me better!
 Q: Your academic convocation talk was 
one that inspired many. Do you have any more 
words of advice that you would like to share?
 A: No, that pretty much summed it up. 
To me, the most important piece is for young 
folks to stay balanced; too much work and 
no play is not good for the soul!  Also, make 
sure you develop a good sense of humor and 
humility.
 Q: Any parting words for your current 
and former students?  
 A:I had trouble getting the words out 
at the convocation, but I wish you all joy, 
happiness and, above all, love!

 This spring, we are giving reluctant 
farewells to a number of faculty members who 
have deeply influenced the SSSAS community 
through their work, one of whom has left a 
great mark on the athletic program at our 
school. Coach Taibl will carry his enthusiasm 
for athletics with him as he leaves SSSAS after 
fourteen years devoted to our school. As he 
prepares to leave, Coach Taibl reflected on his 
time at SSSAS in the following interview: 
 What were your first impressions of 
the school when you came here?
 Awesome place!  I had very different 
high school and college experiences.  My high 
school was a very big public school and I went 
to a small liberal arts college.  I loved my college 
experience because it felt more intimate and 
personal.  That is what I felt when I first came 
to SSSAS.  So I was excited to be a part of this 
community and try and find ways to immerse 
myself in the school and lives of the students.
 What do you wish you had known as a 
freshman in high school/college?
 I wish I would have understood that it’s 
okay if you don’t have everything figured out 
by that point in life and that it’s definitely okay 
to try things and fail.  That’s how you learn, 
grow and mature and find out what you are 
meant to do. 
 What made you want to become a 
coach?
 Athletics always played a big part in 
my life growing up and I was very blessed to 
have great coaches as mentors and people to 
look up to.  I never really thought much about 
coaching but I knew I wanted to give back in 
some way since athletics had played such an 
important part in my life.  Coaching ended up 
being a way to do that.
 What sports did you play in high 
school? 
 By high school lacrosse and soccer were 
my primary sports.  I played basketball also but 
rec league because I couldn’t make our high 
school team!  

 What did you want to do with your 
life when you were in high school? 
I wanted to be a firefighter.  
 What will you miss the most about 
our community? 
 The people and the relationships.  The 
faculty here is so talented and supportive of 
our students.  They are inspiring, and it is an 
honor to work alongside them. We have such 
supportive families within our community, 
and our students amaze me everyday with 
their talents, ability and care for each other 
and our school.
 What is your favorite memory here? 
 Watching each of the classes 
graduate.  Never feel more pride to be a part 
of our community than on graduation day.  I 
love our Thanksgiving service too!  Its great 
to see our entire community together in one 
place. 
 What is your favorite or funniest 

coaching moment/story/memory? 
 I could never single out one moment 
or story. I just feel very privileged to have 
been given the opportunity to be a part of 
our players’ and students’ lives and have 
been so blessed to have had the chance 
to work with so many extremely talented 
coaches. 
 Where are you going next? 
 St. Christopher’s School in Richmond.  
It is an Episcopal Church school with a very 
similar identity and mission as SSSAS.
 What are you looking forward to in 
the next phase of your life?  
 Being the best Dad I can be.  
 
 Coach Taibl poured his heart into the 
athletic program during his time here. He 
also began working in the academic center 
and coached three sports during his first year 
here. He became involved in many facets 

  The science department is taking a hit 
in the form of the departure of Mrs. Myhre. She 
has been a part of the science department for 
seven years, and in that time has made strong 
connections with her students. In fact, it was 
a current student of hers (Turner Gray) who 
approached her for the interview. She will 
be moving to Texas to teach at an all-boys 
Catholic school next year. 
 Mrs. Myhre had no initial intention of 
actually joining the SSSAS faculty originally, 
but had a change of heart after seeing the 
strong sense of community at our school. 
“ I originally came to SSSAS as a practice 
interview.  I had no intention of actually taking 
the job since it was such a long commute 
from my house. However, once I got here, I 
saw what a warm and welcoming community 
there was here.  The members of the science 
department were amazing, the atmosphere 
amongst the faculty and between the 
students and faculty really made me change 
my mind.”
 Mrs. Myhre realized she wanted to 
become a teacher early on, but it was why 
she wanted to teach that took a little longer 
to discover. “In the beginning I thought it was 
because I loved science.  It was so interesting 
to me, and I wanted to share that.  However, as 
my career has evolved, I have come to realize 
that I teach because I really like working with 
teenagers.  This is such a fun and revealing 
time in a person’s life.  I enjoy getting to 
spend that time with all of the kids that come 
through my classroom or experiences here.” 
 As a high school student herself, 
Mrs. Myhre thoroughly enjoyed her own 
experience, “ I really enjoyed high school.  I 

went to a small, all-girls, independent school.  
I had amazing classmates that are still some of 
my closest friends today,” but also wishes she 
was more collaborative with her classmates 
and teachers. “I was a very independent 
learner.  Even though I went to a small school 
that encouraged interaction with teachers I 
was able to do well without help from them.  
College was more difficult, and I never really 
learned to lean on my instructors.”
 Even though Ms. Myhre spends 
hours a day in school classrooms, yearns for 
summer, and eats lunch in a cafeteria, she 
does not feel as if she is still in high school. 
“High school is definitely over for me.  I have 
enjoyed the different phases of my life: high 
school, college, young adulthood and now 
parenthood.”
 Now that Mrs. Myhre is a parent, 
she is moving to Dallas to teach at an all-
boys Catholic school. She describes it as a 
“big change,” but the reasoning behind the 
change is to be closer to family. “ We are 
moving to Dallas to be closer to my family.  
We have a lot of family in Dallas, which is 
something that I didn’t grow up with.  I am 
very excited for my children to grow up with 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins.”
 The strong sense of community that 
drew Mrs. Myhre to SSSAS is what she will miss 
most when she departs. “I really will miss the 
sense of community, open mindedness and 
caring that we share, whether it is between 
faculty members, students, students and 
faculty, and what I see for my son in the lower 
school.  I will miss that daily environment, 
and I am sad that my kids will not be able to 
grow up in this community and be shaped by 
it.”

of our school including running the Peer 
Leadership Program and Senior Projects. 
Eventually he gained positions in the school 
including becoming Associate Dean and 
directing summer programs. When the 
opportunity arose, he became Director of 
Athletics and has been a crucial member of 
our community whom we will miss deeply 
and never forget. 
 As Riley Larson echoed: “The most 
important thing Coach Taibl has taught me 
is how to work hard. He constantly pushes 
my teammates and I both in school, and in 
lacrosse, which absolutely has led to the 
successful season we’re having now. What I’ll 
miss most next year is the constant advice 
and guidance Coach Taibl provides me with. 
As my teammates will agree, we’ll miss the 
intensity he brings to everything we do 
together. More than anything, I’ll miss how 
hard Taibl was me, and how his expectations 
for me always exceeded what I thought was 
possible.” 

  

I 

 He is dubbed by some, “Mr. Bow-Tie-
Your-Majesty,” avidly competes in cross country 
biking, willingly joined a Latin immersion 
camp for adults last summer, takes time out of 
his Saturdays to drive students to Model UN 
conferences, speaks in Latin during APUSH, and 
taught me how history shapes us into who we 
are today. Dr. Grissom is an important member of 
the History and Latin Departments at our school 
and has taught at SSSAS for the past four years. 
 During his time here he has brought 
unmatched vigor and enthusiasm to the 
classroom through his love of teaching and 
learning from his students by playing music from 
a certain time period to make a point, debating 
with us to make us see things from a new 
perspective, making time to meet with a student 
to improve their writing, or even in connecting 
history to the modern day in ways that I never 
expected. On the first day of school, Dr. Grissom 
told us his philosophy of calling his students by 
their last name, the way that students address 
teachers to sort of make us equals in the 
classroom. 
 In this sense, Dr. Grissom embodies the 
“goodness as well as knowledge” that our school 
mission embraces and remarked that it is one 
of the things he will miss most next year: “The 
students here at SSSAS are unique in the respect 
that they are in an independent school but 
because they are in an Episcopal School every 
student [is] at least aware of the concept of being 
a good person and being strong academically 
and being strong through sports and trying to 
develop a sense of the goodness that we always 
talk about in our mission statement.” 
 When I asked him why he decided to 
become an educator, he described his road to 
teaching as unexpected and winding, saying “It’s 
so strange- my path to teaching is as Mr. Adams 
described just that pinball bouncing around the 
machine. I grew up in an educator’s family. My 
stepmother was an educator, … and I swore that 

Why Teach History When 
You Can Make It?

It’s All on the Taibl
By Katerina Silis ‘17 

By Katerina Silis ‘17
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what his favorite things are about being 
a teacher at SSSAS and what he hopes 
his legacy will be after he leaves this year, 
but instead I’m going to share a story that 
I think explains why he is always so busy.  
Mr. Rho goes out of his way to help his 
students with any challenge they present, 
whether it has to do with his class or not. 
In his 3D modeling and entrepreneurship 
classes, he taught that the things created 
by engineers and designers are not only 
meant for fun or to turn a profit, but also to 
help people in their daily life.  
 When one of his students had an 
accident and needed to use a wheelchair, 
Mr. Rho took measurements of gaps in 
their doorways and the steps in their home. 
He 3D printed ramps for the wheelchair in 
order to let it glide more easily through the 
injured student’s home.  No one asked him 
to help in this way, but Mr. Rho used the 
skills and tools he has to go above-and-
beyond to make life just a little bit easier 
for this student and his family.  
He told me once that one of the reasons 
he loves working in a school is because 
he can keep on learning.  He knows that 
not every student has the same strengths, 
and he allows them to stretch themselves 
and grow while creating opportunities for 
everyone to shine in his technology classes 
whether or not they consider themselves a 
“techie.”  Thank you for guiding us, Mr. Rho, 
and the best of luck next year with your 
California adventures and always.

I would never get into teaching but when I was in 
the Marine Corps I got stationed in Quantico and 
I was an instructor at a school called The Basis 
School. The first class that I taught was a lecture. It 
was one teacher and two hundred fifty lieutenants. 
It was sort of an auditorium lecture and within the 
first five minutes of starting that class (it literally 
was a stage), I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that was the thing I wanted to do for the rest of my 
life. It was as close to what I imagine a priest or a 
religious leader says when they’ve had a calling, I 
think this must be what it was like because I really 
was immediately filled with [the feeling that] I don’t 
want this class to end. I never want to stop doing 
this. And even though I did not realize I was going 
to get out of the marine corps so soon thereafter, I 
knew that whenever I left the marine corps it was 
going to be to become a teacher.”
 Dr. Grissom’s love of learning in expanding 
his horizons is found in his excitement in discussing 
the next phase of his life: “I’m going to a school 
called BASIS independent McLean. It’s a brand 
new school in Tyson’s Corner so every aspect of 
it will be brand new. I will be the first chair of the 
first Latin Department. I will be teaching Latin at 
all different levels- from fifth grade up through 
eleventh grade next year… eventually, we will 
have fifth graders through twelfth graders… we 
will build a very broad upper school and middle 
school department. Everybody will teach some 
fifth grade and some twelfth grade.” 
 “That’s the idea. It’s a very unique challenge 
to start a school. That’s kind of the reason that I 
had to accept this challenge is that I don’t know 
anything about it. If I don’t go try this I think that 
ten years from now I would wake up and just 
think I have missed an opportunity to experience 
something new… I don’t know what I’m looking 
forward to except for just learning. And that’s part 
of what I love about teaching is that everyday 
students… they’ll ask me all the time, ‘What’s this 
term?’, ‘When did this battle get fought?,’ or some 
random fact and the thing I love about teaching 
is I don’t know all that stuff and I am constantly 
challenged to go learn more.
 Dr. Grissom, you make us smile and laugh 
everyday as you teach us beyond historical facts 
why they matter. Beyond that, you have taught us 
how to be good people and thinkers who question 
the things around us and dig deeper for the right 
questions. It has been an honor to be one of your 
students and the entire school community will 
miss you deeply next year when you are gone.

 
In      Out 
Sean Hyping Bacon Club   Charlie O’Brien Dabbing
Senior Projects    Seniors in Class
Sunny Weather   Cold Dark Days
Julia’s Music Mondays  Sarah’s Fact of the Day
Nationals    Capitals
Captain America   Deadpool
“Summer Training”   Spring Sports
Sun tanning    Spray tanning

It Won’t Be Rhobotics Without You
 Known to most as ‘Mr. Rho,’ to others 
as just ‘Rho,’ and to a select few ‘Master Rhoshi’ 
(among myriad other nicknames) Mr. Richard 
Rho, the Director of Technology Education and 
Innovation here at the Upper School, joined the 
faculty for the 2012-2013 school year and has 
been an integral member of the community for 
the four years since. 
 He’s probably best known for serving 
as the main mentor to the constantly-growing 
Upper School robotics program, but here’s the 
thing… when Mr. Rho joined the faculty, he didn’t 
know that Robotics was going to be such a big 
part of what he does at SSSAS.  With a degree 
in engineering from Columbia University, and 
starting out in a job as a technology teacher with 
an advisory comprised of a few soon-to-be team 
members, Mr. Rho was the perfect person to ask 
to serve as adult mentor for the new team.  They 
asked and he answered by signing them up for 
competitions, procuring funding to buy motors 
and gears, staying after school and coming in on 
weekends for marathon work-sessions, and even 
driving up to fourteen hours in a single weekend 
for tournaments on the opposite side of the 
state.  What started as a club with five students in 
2012 has grown to include approximately fifteen 
students across two award-winning teams here 
at the Upper School--all because Mr. Rho was 
willing to help his students with whatever project 
they decided to undertake.  
 He is constantly excited by the possibilities 
of what his students can create and where he 
can take those ideas further to create even more 
functional or visually appealing projects.  He asks 
‘What if…?’ and ‘Have you tried…?’ on a daily 
basis and, is always willing to teach his students 
the steps required to take their projects to the 
next level.  
 Mr. Rho stays busy and, when asked to 
comment for this piece, was busy each of the 
three times I approached him.  I was going to ask 

By Nicki Gray ‘16

 In the midst of the many faculty members 
leaving us this year, we will lose a cherished 
member of our school community both in the 
college office and the classroom, Mr. Stanton. 
Innovative and spunky, he went above and beyond 
his responsibilities in the college office by starting 
the National Security class at school: “I had always 
wanted to teach something like [The National 
Security Course] when Mrs. Holden was here. I had 
proposed something like the National Security 
Course in raw form… and [administrators] said 
let’s try it out. Then I really had to do something. I 
had to develop a syllabus rather than just an idea. 
That was 9 years ago and it’s been a real success. 

I call my class CN9 (Class Number Nine) from the 
last year and their guest list was just tremendous. 
We had senior military advisors and secretary of 
State [speakers]… we had political representatives 
from the embassy of Russia, embassy of Brasil, and 
embassy of China, which was pretty interesting. I 
was just fortunate and the course was run for you, 
the students of SSSAS.”
 It is no surprise that Mr. Stanton would 
propose such a class considering his background 
in national security. In his words, “I worked in the 
National Security field in counter-terrorism, anti-
terrorism. I spent some time doing that in Central 
America. Then I bounced around a little bit. I got 
back into national security and worked for a big 
defense association… I was coaching football and 
Coach Allison remained down in the Moore Center. 
He and I coached football together for nearly ten 
years and then he went on to Bishop O’ Connel and 
I went on to Wakefield High School to coach. We 
kept in touch. Then Coach Allison came here and 
suggested that I come in and I eventually got hired 
to be a football coach here.” 
 “Then a position opened up here in the 
college office so I jumped in and I’ve been here for 
eleven years. I was in my last place for ten years. 
That’s sort of the path to get here. Other items 
that kept me in national security was after 9/11 I 

was on national TV for CNN based on 
an article that I wrote about homeland 
security and the need for it in a couple 
other publications. The media and the 
publications seems to have followed me 
since I was little.”
 When he leaves SSSAS, Mr. 
Stanton will become an intelligence 
liaison reporter at a Russian news 
organization. When asked to reflect on 
transitioning into this new phase of his 
life, he noted. “I’ve been very fortunate 
in my time here to be around a lot of 
great people. The best thing about being 
here was being around people like you. 
And I’m going to miss it very much. But 
now I have to go and do something else, 
something I love very much. I read and 
I write, I’ve been to Russia twice… It’s 
going to be an interesting next step.”

Прощай, Mr. Stanton 
By Katerina Silis ‘17


