
This interview was conducted over email between Helen Sweeney ‘19 and Joanna 
McCartney, the founder and designer of Pyne and Smith Clothier, an ethically-made 
clothing business in California.  
 
Link to Pyne and Smith Clothier: https://www.pyneandsmith.com/ 
 
 
1. What inspired you to focus on ethical practices for your brand? 
 
I started dressmaking in 2014 and decided to turn what was a hobby, into a career.  
Having the dresses made ethically was a natural progression from handmaking them - as the 
business grew I wanted to hire people who cared as much as I did about the quality of my 
dresses and would take the time to make them well. Paying a decent, livable wage and 
contributing to our local economy was equally as important as who was making my dresses. 
 
2. What financial obstacles or limitations have you had to overcome because of your 
decision to manufacture clothes “ethically”? 
 
Without a doubt, one of the biggest obstacles to having my dresses made here in Los Angeles 
is trying to keep within a price range of affordability. To combat the high price of labor, we chose 
to grow the business out of my home studio as long as we possibly could before having to pay 
commercial rental prices.  
 
3. What is the main thing you would change about the fashion industry and how can 
consumers help? 
 
The promotion of natural fiber fabrics would be a good starting point - so much of the fast 
fashion industry uses nylon/polyester which is a form of plastic - once those items end up in a 
landfill, they break down into plastic particles and end up in our oceans. Making clothing that will 
last longer than 1-2 years and paying a livable wage to the people making the clothing would be 
a good start. 
 
Consumers can choose to shop with brands who are transparent in their work ethics. 
Consumers have the power with their money - ask your favorite brands who is making their 
clothing, are they paying fair wages, how transparent are they being? Pressure from consumers 
will raise awareness and help facilitate change! 
 
 
4. What would you say to consumers who argue they simply can’t afford to buy “ethically 
made clothes”?  
I would agree, ethical fashion does come at a price, however, when you look at how much you 
would spend in a year or two on fast fashion items that fall apart, or go out of fashion, it often 
ends up being a much better investment by shopping with ethical makers. I’d recommend 

https://www.pyneandsmith.com/


looking at developing a capsule collection - take a look at http://www.un-fancy.com to learn 
more about this. More realistically, investing in key pieces once in a while, to slowly build up a 
capsule collection of ethical fashion pieces, is the way to go. 
 
Fashion brands such as Pact, Alternative Apparel, H&M conscious collection, are among some 
bigger brands offer more affordable, sustainably made clothes, and then thrift store 
shopping/vintage shopping is a really great option.  
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