
 

The Official Student Newspaper of St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes 

Inside:
-Winter Track
-Social Action
-Saints for Soldiers
-Date Lab 2017
-World News Page
-Conservative Reflections
-Review of 1984
-Sportscasting
-Memes
-Review of the Musical
-In&Out

March 2017

THE VOICE
Warm Winter,

Even Hotter Winter Track Team

Jordan Walker ‘18 competing in the Long Jump (January 13th, 2017)

 As a new administration continues to 
navigate the White House, a large majority 
of the United States is making an effort to 
stay informed of all the possible legislative 
changes on the way. With Sean Spicer’s 
press briefings currently receiving a larger 
audience than daytime TV favorite, General 
Hospital, it’s no secret that the public has 
been paying attention to the inner workings 
of our government lately. In addition to 
paying more attention, there seems to be 
an increase of people of all different beliefs 
being actively engaged in social action. 
The Women’s March and the March for Life 
were two examples of events held in the 
past month that drew out large crowds, 
all working to advocate for their beliefs in 
hopes of being heard. 
 Hannah O’Malley, a junior at Paul 
VI high school attended the March For Life 
on January 27th 2017. She described the 
environment at the March as “very peaceful 
and calm. It was a solemn occasion, but 
there was a lot of hope in the atmosphere.
The idea behind the march was to celebrate 
the sanctity of life.” Hannah was encouraged 
by her school, close friends, and family to 
get involved in her community and attests 
that “ It’s easier to stand up for what you 
believe in when you have people you love 
supporting you.”
 As someone who is extremely active 
in her community, Hannah had words of 
encouragement to young people: “As young 
people, we have so many opportunities to 
have our voice be heard than even say 20 
years ago, and we really need to embrace 
those opportunities.”
 Sam Kadlec, a junior at SSSAS, 
attended The Women’s March on January 
21st and felt that “it was a great opportunity 
for me to really branch out.” The Women’s 
March website provided a 10-step plan for 
taking action after the march, which she and 
a few other students at the school used as a 
guideline for their social activism. “We got 

 Our track team has had an extremely 
successful season this winter, with runners 
breaking school records and placing well 
in the VISAA. Both the boys and girls teams 
have done very well in individual and team 
relay events.
 Mr. McLeod, the head coach of the 
track team, said that they are “trying to 
develop a full team covering all events.” 
Based on the recent success of the team, 
it appears that this has been going well, 
as is reflected in not only performances 
throughout the season, but in the VISAA 

Saints Take
 Social Action

  By Jamie McLucas ‘18

By Afua Nyantakyi ‘18

Saints for Soldiers Raises $20k 
 The Saints for Soldiers Club is a club 
founded by juniors Lindsey Ellison and 
Carroll Phillips that is dedicated to helping 
veterans and their families. It also helps 
Fisher House families through Fisher House 
Boston, which provides housing to military 
families near their loved ones during a 
hospital stay. For instance, if someone in 
the military has a spouse receiving cancer 
treatment, Fisher House helps.
 Lindsey was inspired to start the 
club because “My dad is in the Marine Corps 
and I have seen first hand how important 
organizations that help military families 
are.” 
 The club participated in Wreaths 
Across America in December. Most recently, 
they hosted a benefit concert  for Fisher 
House on Saturday evening, February 4 in 
the CPAC. 
 The club raised $20,000 from the 
concert. One hundred to 150 people 
showed up for the concert, including 
history teacher Mr. Ebner. 
 “I thought it was amazing event. I 
was really really impressed because it was 
student made. The program was extremely 
well done,” Mr. Ebner said. “It was done with 
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championships. As Brian Gilday put it, “this 
is our most successful season we’ve ever 
had in the school’s history.”
 Junior Jordan Walker has had a 
distinguished and outstanding winter. After 
being ranked first in the high jump and the 
long jump in the VISAA, he also won both 
events at states. Jordan also beat the school 
record for the 55 meter dash earliet in the 
season, however sophomore Curtis Bordon 
then beat this record. Jordan and Curtis, 
along with juniors Brian Gilday and Drew 
Rose, performed well in the four x 200 meter 

student performances and videos about 
the Fisher House. Very heartwarming and 
touching.”
 Mr. Ebner continued to praise the 
performances of freshman, Langston Long, 
as well as Lindsey. “I thought Lindsey’s 
performance with her best friend was 
professional and they sounded incredible 
together. Langston and Sam Stevens 

  By Harrison Brown ‘20

Juniors Lindsey Ellison and Carroll Phillips
kick off the benefit concert

Sophia Jordan
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The Silent Majority: Being a Conservative at SSSAS

Protections for 
Transgender

 Students Withdrawn
 I have gone to this school since 7th 
grade, and I have been involved in almost 
every part of it, from the weight room to 
the black box, from the history classrooms 
to the tech labs, I am thankful everyday for 
the privilege to attend this great school. 
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes is where I can be 
the closest to me, and some of my fondest 
memories have been formed here. The 
school is where I developed an interest in 
history, an interest in leadership, and an 
interest in activism.
 And while I love this school and each 
and every opportunity that it has provided 
me with, I believe that there is room to 
improve. The truth is I can’t be entirely 
me here. We here at SSSAS purposely 
discriminate and belittle a portion of the 
school community in discussions. We 
radicalize and generalize their arguments, 
and we often see them as immoral and 
unfeeling for their beliefs, we ignore them 
and suppress their voices. The group I am 
talking about are Conservatives.
 I have been heavily involved in 
several aspects of the school community 
here at SSSAS, whether that be as a 
leader within the Asian affinity group, a 
participant at blackbox forums, and even 
a representative for the school at the 
Student Diversity Leadership Conference 

Being a Conservative and a Minority
By Ben Sanderson ‘18

in Atlanta, Georgia this winter. Despite 
all of my strong support for inclusive and 
diverse conversations, and my attempts 
to add a second perspective, I am still 
labelled as an “Ultra-conservative.” This 
perpetuates a cycle of a single narrative, 
closing opportunities for growth and 
ending conversations that we need to have 
to become informed citizens. 
 To quote from our school’s mission 
statement, “ Our mission is to pursue 
goodness as well as knowledge and to honor 
the unique value of each of our members 
as a child of God in a caring community.” 
How can we say that we actively follow our 
mission if we do not allow those who hold 
a different opinion to speak? How can we 
see the unique value of each member if we 
don’t allow them to be themselves? How 
can we “inspire a passion for learning.., 
{and}a celebration of diversity” if we don’t 
care about intellectual diversity and only 
that of skin color. How can a label I am 
given lead to misunderstandings between 
teachers and silence my voice?
 I love SSSAS, I love the classes, the 
activities, and the people, and that is why I 
care so strongly about encouraging deeper 
conversations and communication to 
elevate diversity and strive to be the best 
possible St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School 
that we can be.

A Classical Conservative
By Wiley Miller ‘18

 Conservatism is belief in traditional 
values, free market economics, and 
pragmatic thinking. A conservative myself 
I am aware of the little support and voice 
for and by conservatives in our school. I 
have recently started to attend forums 
and I have a desire to contribute to the 
conversation in politics and our world as a 
whole. I have at times felt uncomfortable in 
class to bring up conservative viewpoints 
or opinions, especially those connected to 
our current politics, for fear of being judged 
by my peers. In class when the current 
politics become conversation the only 
opinions heard in the classroom are liberal, 
and this includes the teachers. While there 
is nothing wrong with these opinions, it is 
an injustice to diversity in school for only 
a single viewpoint to be heard. It is no 
surprise to me that many people in our 
school community are liberals because 
this is not different from the overwhelming 
majority of educational institutions in the 
country. However, it is discouraging to 
witness many of the people I know to be 
conservative fearing to speak their opinions 
on topics we discuss at black box forums 
or on questions raised in class due to the 
majority not sharing a consistent opinion 
with them. When my classmates hear 
that I am conservative they immediately 
assume I am a strong supporter of Donald 
Trump and then give negative judgment 
towards me based on their assumptions.  
Although I do support Donald Trump, I am 
not in agreement with all of his actions and 
beliefs. 
 Conservatives get a bad rap at 
this school, and I think it is because most 
adults in the school and a large portion 
of the student body make preconceived 
negative assumptions about conservatives. 
In one class, I was in an argument over the 
morality of eliminating the Affordable Care 
Act and the other students refused to allow 
me to state my opinion since mine was 
in opposition to their own. This started 
a shouting match instead of a healthy 
conversation on two opposing opinions 
over a subject in our politics. To provide a 
healthy and productive conversation on 
the various political topics discussed in 
school we need a voice and representation 
from all groups and opinions, including 
conservatives.

 Almost 70 years after its 1949 
publishing, the warnings given in George 
Orwell’s dystopian novel 1984 are just as 
important as ever. President Donald Trump 
made headlines last week when he called 
the news media an “enemy of the American 
people.”  The government in 1984, the Party, 
controls its citizens through the media. 
Specifically, the Party uses the media to 
spread false messages. 
 The protagonist of the book, 
Winston Smith, works for the Ministry of 
Truth where his job is to  change history. He 
does this by taking old documents, such as 
newspapers and letters, and changes them 
to fit what The Party says is the truth, often 
causing them to contradict themselves. 
One of the biggest facts that The Party 
changes is who they are at war with. It 
varies between Eurasia and Eastasia, but a 
common factor is that they always claim 
to be at war. At one point in the book, a 
politician is giving a speech about war, and 
in the middle of the speech he changes 
who they are at war with, and the crowd 
agrees, with no backlash, to this change. 
Winston feels that he is the only one who 
notices these changes but knows that 
he cannot do anything about it, because 
otherwise the Thought Police would take 
him away. To avoid spoiling any more 
details of the book, I’ll leave the story at 
this: Winston finds another person who 
thinks like him, and they join a resistance 
that tries to inform the public about what 
The Party does.
 As I alluded to earlier, many people 
feel that 1984 has again become an 
important book to read. While originally 
published in 1949 to serve as a warning 
against a totalitarian state like that that 
occurred in Nazi Germany, the book has 
reentered the bestselling charts. Since 

Big Brother is Back:
 A Book Review of 1984

Donald Trump became president, 1984 has 
consistently been in the top 10 on Amazon 
and even reached the #1 spot. 
 A major contributor to the rise in 
the book’s popularity was Counselor to the 
President, Kellyanne Conway’s comments 
about “alternative facts.” Since then, the 
public has been trying to find similarities 
between The Party and Donald Trump’s 
administration. 
 Without considering recent politics, 
the book is still a must read. When I read 
the book two years ago, I could feel how 
important the book was. One of 1984’s 
biggest strengths is how it makes the 
unrealistic situation in the book seem 
like it could easily happen. The physical 
setting of the book is unlikely to happen, 
but the ideas in the book about how the 
government can control us with fake ideas 
is what is realistic. The book highlights 
how important it is to challenge ideas that 
could be false, because if we just blindly 
follow what we are told, it can lead to a 
dark existence. Winston realizes how bad 
the rule of The Party is and decides to do 
something about it. Winston’s job in the 
Ministry of Truth gives him a close look at 
how The Party rules, and this is why he is 
able to see the truth. 
 Sadly, not everyone is able to see 
the truth like he does, but his experiences 
should be taken into consideration in 
the world outside of the book. No matter 
what your opinion on recent politics is, I 
hope we can all agree that we cannot let a 
government spread lies, and this idea is the 
driving force of 1984.

By Dusty Riles ‘17
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World News Page
By The Voice Staff

 On Wednesday, February 22nd, 
President Trump withdrew protections for 
transgender students set up in the Obama 
Administration. The protections allowed 
public school bathrooms to be used 
according to gender identity rather than 
biological gender. According to CNN, Civil 
Rights groups have interpreted the move 
as a “politically motivated attack that will 
endanger transgender children.” On the other 
hand, people on the other side of the issue 
argue that the federal government should 
never have been involved in this issue.
 Trump’s action revoked federal 
guidelines that were created under the Obama 
Administration. According to The Washington 
Post, Officials from both the federal Education 
and Justice departments notified the U.S. 
Supreme Court that the administration 
is ordering the nation’s public schools to 
disregard memos the Obama administration 
issued during the past two years. 
 The Washington Post also states that 
the Trump Administration sent out a two-page 
“Dear Colleague” letter to public schools. The 
letter does not include any new guidance, but 
this action will now call for individual states to 
make their own decisions. 
 According to Fox News, protesters 
gathered near the White House just hours 
after the news broke Wednesday night. This 
is a debate that will continue, but for now, 
individual states are in control of their public 
school restrooms. 

Jewish Cemetaries
 Vandalized

 According to CNN, “On Saturday, 
February 25, a few hundred tombstones in 
a Philadelphia area Jewish cemetery were 
vandalized. The vandalism occurred at 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery in the Wissinoming 
neighborhood. This comes just a week after 
another Jewish cemetery in St. Louis was 
vandalized in a similar way.”
 After news of the vandalism 
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf said, “The 
vandalism of Jewish headstones at a Phila. 
Cemetery is a cowardly, disturbing act. 
We must find those responsible and hold 
accountable.” 
 The St. Louis MO Fox affiliate Fox 59 
reported that VP Mike Pence, who recently 
visited the vandalized Jewish cemetery 
outside of St. Louis, said “There is no place 
in America hatred or acts of prejudice or 
violence or anti-Semitism.” The VP’s speech 

Protections for 
Transgender

 Students Withdrawn

 Scientists recently discovered seven 
earth-like planets in the Trappist-1 system, 
which is about 40 light years away from earth. 
According to NASA, three of these planets are 
in the “habitable zone,” which is a new record 
for the most habitable-zone planets around 
just one star other than our solar system.
 According to Thomas Zurbuchen, the 
associate administrator of NASA’s Science 
Mission Directorate, “This discovery could be 
a significant piece in the puzzle of finding 
habitable environments, places that are 
conducive to life.” He also said that “Answering 

New Planets Discovered

A Classical Conservative

Trump Makes 
First Address
 to Congress

 On Tuesday February 28th, Donald 
Trump gave an address to a joint session of 
Congress. Deviating from his recent focus on 
condemning media outlets such as CNN, NBC 
and the New York Times, President Trump 
spent the majority of the speech speaking 
about his plans for the next few years of his 
presidency. He affirmed the construction of 
the border wall, and “called for expanded 
access to health insurance as well as continued 
medicaid funding, “a proposition Democrats 
support but Republicans consider too costly,” 
according to CNN
 However, the speech did not only 
comprise a checklist of his plans. Several 
times in the address, the President included 
optimistic, unifying statements that many 
political leaders and media outlets agree was 
out of the ordinary for him in comparison to 
his other speeches. Unlike his description 
of “American Carnage” mentioned in his 
inaugural address, Trump made statements 
that were aimed to uplift those who were 
dissatisfied with the state of the country. 
“American footprints on distant worlds are 
not too big a dream,” President Trump said 
hopefully.
 The responses to his new tone were 
generally positive. According to CBS, many 
of their viewers reported that “ ‘Teleprompter 
Trump’ had come out and ‘Twitter Trump’ 
was put away.” “Donald Trump did indeed 
become presidential tonight, and I think 
we’ll see that reflected in a higher approval 
rating,” proclaimed Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell. Eric Bradner of CNN even 
stated that “ While he didn’t deliver a ton of 

policy specifics, Trump smoothed his rough 
edges, soothed congressional Republicans and 
reached out to populations he’d previously 
alienated.”

the question ‘are we alone?’ is a top science 
priority, and finding so many planets like these 
for the first time in the habitable zone is a 
remarkable step forward toward that goal.”
 Despite the fact that, as CNN reports, the 
star Trappist-1 is merely half the temperature 
and a tenth of the size of our sun, some of the 
planets in orbit are still habitable because they 
are so close to the star.
 One thing is clear: this discovery is 
groundbreaking and could ultimately lead to us 
finding life outside of earth, finally answering 
the question ‘are we alone?

prompted a response from the Anne Frank 
Center saying, “We call them as we see them. 
Today, Vice President Pence proved to be the 
ultimate mensch [human] by visiting, and 
even cleaning, the desecrated Jewish graves 
in St. Louis.”
  Executive director Steven Goldman 
said, “This administration finally showed 
America the kind of response our nation was 
waiting for all along -- a response filled with 
provocative heart.” 
 There have also been bomb threats 
towards Jewish groups. Since the beginning 
of the year until Monday, CNN reported that 
69 bomb threats have been made to 54 Jewish 
centers and schools across North America. 
Although there were no bombs found and no 
one was injured, these threats are still a very 
big concern to not just the Jewish community 
but to everyone. 
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Love Is in the Air 

Where did you go? Why/Who Chose?
Mollie: We went to cava and I chose after 
we narrowed it down. It was game day for 
Denmark so we had to eat somewhere good.
Denmark: Mollie and I went to Cava.  I had a 
game that day so I needed a healthy meal and 
it was a restaurant we both enjoyed.

By Jacob Lipton ‘17

Where did you go? Why/Who Chose?
Brendy:  We went to Kyoto Sushi, Catie basically 
chose
Catie: I suggested it. Brendy metioned he had 
only had sushi once before but he wanted to 
go for it so we decided to get sushi.
What did you talk about?
Brendy: We talked about movies and classical 
rock because we are old souls.
Catie: Just casual converstion. We actually 
talked about what we answered on the survey 
because obviously we matched up on some 
things.
What were you expecting going into it?
Brendy: To have fun, I enjoy hanging out with 
people I don’t usually hang out with, and I 
knew it would be relaxing.
Catie: I didn’t have any expectations going in
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two?
Brendy: We actually are into a lot of similar 
cultural things, we both love exploring new 
foods, and we love movies, as well as classical 
rock. I didn’t find many differences.
Catie: We have the same taste in music and we 
both really like the same movies.
Did anything surprise you about the other 
person?
Brendy: I didn’t know Catie loved classic rock 
as much as I do (which is a lot)
Catie: I didn’t know that we listened to the 
same bands.

Mollie and Denmark

Catie and Brendy
What were the things you liked about the 
date? Didn’t like?
Brendy:  I liked everything about it, the relaxing 
environment, the food and the conversation 
was my favorite. The only thing I disliked was 
how I forgot the receipt at Kyoto
Catie: I liked that there were no awkward 
moments. We forgot the receipt.
How would you rate the date overall, 1-5?
Brendy: 4
Catie: I would give it a 5

Any funny moments on the date?
Brendy: I forgot the receipt...and we went for 
Starbucks and McDonalds after to get coffee 
and ice cream for dessert
Catie: Brendy got two ice creams afterwards.
Any tips on dating etiquette?
Brendy: Don’t spend the whole time talking 
about yourself, ask follow up questions that 
engage your date to make them know you are 
interested in what they have to say. Always 
remember to smile and have fun <3.
Catie: not using your phone helps with the 
interaction. Never take out your phone.

What did you talk about?
Mollie: We talked about basketball and lacrosse 
and the recruiting process for us both. We are 
both ready for college next year.
Denmark: We talked a lot about school, college, 
and our respective sports with lacrosse and 
basketball

What were you expecting going into it?
Mollie: Going into it I was expecting a fun 
lunch with Denmark! And that’s exactly what 
it was.
Denmark:  was expecting to have a fun meal 
going in
Did anything surprise you about the other 
person?
Mollie: I was surprised to hear that Denmark 
had always wanted to play lacrosse.
Denmark: Mollie and I were already friends 
before we were picked to go on a date, so 
there wasn’t really and awkward moments or 
uneasiness.
What were the things you liked about the 
date? Didn’t like?
Mollie: I liked being able to have lunch with 
someone I normally don’t. It was fun to mix it 
up and spend time with different people.
Denmark: I liked everything about the date.
How would you rate the date overall, 1-5?
Mollie: I would give the date a 5! It was super 
fun.
Denmark:   I would give it a 5.
Any funny moments on the date?
Mollie: Ehh We saw 4 people from school at 
Cava.
Denmark:  I can’t really pick out and specific 
funny moments, but it was a great date.
Any tips on dating etiquette?
Mollie: Just be yourself :)
Denmark: Great etiquette is making eye 
contact with your date not having your phone 
out which is something Mollie did a great job 
of doing. 

 You’ve heard of Christian Mingle, 
FarmersOnly, and Match.com. But what you 
may not know is that The Voice is in its fourth 
year as a part-time matchmaking service.  

Eight lucky, fun-loving, and open-minded 
seniors were chosen to participate. They then 
filled out an anonymous compatibility survey 

and were matched up based on their answers. 
They went out on lunch dates during the 
school week. Read their exit interviews below 
to see how sparks flew.
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Where did you go? Why/Who Chose?
Cole: Panera, because its good eats.
Sasha: We both wanted to go to Panera Bread 
because it’s close and has a lot of options.
What did you talk about?
Cole: Everything.
Sasha: We talked about college, what classes 
we take, how we haven’t talked in awhile, 
what we do in our free time.
What were you expecting going into it?
Cole: I thought it would be fun because Sasha 
is a fun person.
Sasha:  I was expecting it to be awkward but 
then I realized how casual and normal it was.
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two?
Cole: We are both democrats, and we are both 
lifers.
Sasha: We have similar political views but 
different academic interests.

Where did you go? Why/Who Chose?
Cam: Kyoto. Sushi is delicious. I offered it as an 
option and she agreed. 
Jessica: Kyoto Sushi in the Bradlee shopping 
center.
What did you talk about?
Cam: We talked about her previous school and 
how she decided to come here as a freshman. 
We talked about each other’s passions, such 
as the musical or sports. She explained to 
me how her family came to America from 
Haiti. How her mom stayed in Haiti while 
her grandmother was in the U.S. obtaining 
citizenship. I told her about my middle school 
chorus song “Motherless Child”. 
Jessica: We talked about a lot of things. Like 
me doing theater and him doing hockey. 
There were a lot of similarities between the 
two of us which was really positive so there 
was a lot to talk about.
What were you expecting going into it?
Cam: I did not hold any expectations going in. 
I was excited to eat sushi for lunch and for the 
meal to be comped!
Jessica: I really didn’t have any expectations 
going into it because I knew him decently well 
at least in school. I knew he was a nice person 
so I was excited.
What were some similarities and differences 
between you two?
Cam: We both like the sciences as we are in the 
same Biology class. We both enjoy drinking 
tea. We both have an affinity for the theatre, 
her as a performer and me as an observer. She 
came to SSSAS as a freshman. I have attended 
SSSAS since kindergarden. Her ancestors are 
Haitian, while my ancestors are primarily Irish. 
The Color Purple is a favorite novel for both of 
us. We both listen to classic rock. 
Jessica: We both like The Color Purple.

Cole and Sasha

Cam and Jessica

Did anything surprise you about the other 
person?
Cam: While I had primarily known Jessica 
about her affinity for the maths and sciences, 
her affinity for the arts and her consistent 
involvement in the school’s musicals were 
impressive and surprising. 
Jessica: He has been playing hockey since he 
was 4 which I thought was pretty cool. 

Did anything surprise you about the other 
person?
Cole: Not really.
Sasha: It surprised me how charismatic he was.
What were the things you liked about the 
date? Didn’t like?
Cole: It was short for us, if we went for a longer 
time it would be cool.
Sasha: two things i liked- the food was great 
and it was short and sweet.
How would you rate the date overall, 1-5?
Cole: 4, date was great but just not enough 
time.
Sasha: 5
Any tips on dating etiquette?
Cole: Be open to conversation.
Sasha: Never go on your phone on a date!

What were the things you liked about the 
date? Didn’t like?
Cam: There was always something to talk 
about. Each person shared something that 
was a little uncomfortable for them to share, 
came out of our comfort zones a little. Only 
thing I did not like was that it had to end a 
little early so she could get back to Mr. King’s 
BC calc class
.Jessica: We had a lot to talk about so there 
were no lulls in concersation.
How would you rate the date overall, 1-5?
Cam: 4
Jessica: 4.5 or 5
Any funny moments on the date?
Cam: When I explained the song I created in 
eighth grade, “Motherless Child”,  and told her 
how I used the rhythm from an Uncle Kracker 
song.  When she talked about the musicals 
and her role and what was good and bad 
about that musical. Finally when I said I would 
participate in the One Acts she and I both 
laughed. 
Jessica: He also said he wanted to do One Acts 
which was pretty exciting to me because I 
have been doing theatre since I was 6.
Any tips on dating etiquette?
Cam: Don’t be afraid to share an embarrassing 
story or two because those are the most 
amusing. Definitely be a good listener as well 
as talker, make sure the other person feels 
equally heard throughout the date. Show 
respect to the restaurant that is serving you 
and the person you are on the date with. 
Jessica: Make sure you have a balanced 
concersation. Ask the other person about 
themself and make sure they ask about you. 

           In              Out               
Senior Dollars    The Map
Civil Discourse   Cash me Ousside 
Spring Sports    Winter Sports
Print Newspapers   Online Podcasts
Climate Change   Snow Days
March Madness   Super Bowl LI
Prom Planning   Winter Formal
Chance the Rapper   Kanye West
Shamrock Shake   Eggnog Shake
California Tortilla   Noodles & Co.
Composting    Food Waste

Halos and Horns
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Inside the Glass With Pierre McGuire
Mr. Kaufman performing at the Saints 
for Soldiers benefit concert.

By Harrison Brown ‘20

Saints for Soldiers
Cont.

sounded phenomenal,” he continued.
 Mr. Ebner also talked about how 
uplifting it was to see students care so much 
and do so much for such a worthy cause like 
Fisher House.
 Adele Reardon ‘17 was also at the 
concert. “I didn’t really know what to expect. 
I thought it was going to be like the Saints 
for Haiti Night. You could tell that a lot of 
time went into making the night happen 
from the t-shirts to the wristbands and 
decorations that it was really a group effort. 
I also thought the performances were so 
good,” she said. 
 “The way the night was broken up 
with the performances and then reflection 
was really inspiring because afterwards 
there would be a slideshow of photos so 
you could see the families to Fisher House. 
Lindsey Ellison is awesome and you can tell 
she cared about it so much. It’s not about 
putting it on a college resume or application. 
It’s something she legitimately cared about 
because her dad’s in the marine corps,” Adele 
continued.
 The Saints for Soldiers club does a lot 
to try to serve veterans and their families. 
They are planning on doing a drive for items 
to be used in care packages to send overseas 
to men and women who are deployed. As of 
right now, they may do another bake sale for 
Fisher House, and they will be trying to do 
the concert every year.
 Carroll Phillips ‘18, another one of 
the founders of the club, says the club has a 
lot of goals for the road ahead. “Our goals for 
the club are to help as many organizations 
as we can, so we can make a difference. We 
also want to spread awareness about how 
important these organizations are,” said 
Carroll. “We want to see it continue and see 
how everyone connected to it. We want to 
continue the relationship with Fisher House 
Boston.” 

Winter Track
Cont.

relay during the season. This relay team also 
placed third in states. 
 Jordan Walker said that it is very 
fun when a lot of different people come 
together. As someone who has had an 
extremely successful season, he also said 
that while it certainly feels good to break 
a record, “I don’t really think much about 
breaking the record as much winning the 
meet.”
 Brian Gilday also runs the 500 meter, 
and set a new school record this past season. 
After being ranked fourth in the state going 
into states, he also placed fourth in states. 
Junior Graham Tracy and Sophomore 
Mason Edwards have been running well 
in the 800 meter run, and Mason has also 
been running in the four x 400 and four x 
800 meter relays.
 The girls have also been racing 
well. Freshman Izzy D’Antonio posted 
consistently good times in the 55 meter 
dash throughout the season. Senior 
Caroline Sweet has also been doing well in 
this event. Freshman Alex McEneney has 
also done very well in the high jump this 
season, also her first year on the track team, 
The girls four x 200 relay team, which won 
the state championship last year, only had 
one returning member this year but placed 
fourth at states. The girls four x 800 team has 
won the state championship in each of the 
last four years, and after being ranked first 
for the first time going into states, placed 
second at states. The girls four x 400 team 
with seniors Wynne Whitley, Molly Miller, 
Olivia Pugh, and junior Jeannine Walker 
also set a new school record in the event, 
and placed fourth at states.
 Although track is a very individual 

 As my dad and I are huge Caps 
fans, I’ve gotten to know NBC Sports’ Pierre 
McGuire and talk to him many times. Pierre 
gave me the opportunity to interview him 
about his job as busy he is traveling from 
Washington to Los Angeles to Chicago and 
all over the country in just a short amount 
of time.
 Pierre McGuire used to be an 
assistant coach for the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
the Capitals’ arch rival, but he is still a great 
source from whom to learn about hockey as 
an analyst who covers all 30 teams (31 next 
year because Las Vegas is getting a team).
 “I actually played those [hockey and 
baseball] and football, and I stayed with 
hockey so I would have the best chance to 
play professionally,” Pierre said about why 
he chose hockey over football and baseball, 
sports he played in high school.
 Part of Pierre’s job requires him to 
get up really, really early and he has to study 
the game a lot if he’s going to be live on NBC 
and NBC Sports every other day throughout 
the week. “I get up really early, watch a lot 
of tape, talk to people, get to the rink, and I 
watch a lot.” 
 “I love going to the building [where 
the rink is] in Chicago. Madison Square 
Garden in New York is always a special place 
to be. Pittsburgh and Washington, especially 
when they play each other.,” Pierre said.
 Pierre also added that you have 
to be “very prepared, very passionate, to 
try to be fair, and most importantly have 
professionalism and passion” to have a job 
like he does.
 Pierre is also a really busy guy. 
I remember watching the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs last season, and he was at Game 
5 of the Western Conference 2nd Round 
series between the St. Louis Blues and 

the Dallas Stars in the Big D. The following 
night, he was here for Game 5 between the 
Capitals and Penguins. “I did 44 games in 
51 days during the playoffs… the most I’ve 
done. Being adjusted to the time zone was 
hard,” he said. “You don’t get to practice if 
you do all of that travel, and if you don’t go 
to practice, you miss out with the players 
and coaches.”
 Even though traveling all across 
the United States covering your favorite 
sport sounds awesome, it does have some 
negative sides to it. “The best part of my job 
is going to the rink every day and meeting 
motivating people who try to be the best 
they can be. The worst is being away from 
my family.”
 Pierre also talked about his offseason. 
While there is the NHL Draft in June every 
year that NBC Sports Network covers, he 
doesn’t get that much time off despite 
that. “I really don’t have [an off season], I 
have a 14-year old son who plays hockey in 
Boston and my daughter rows, so I follow 
their seasons. I attend hockey school every 
year. Every four years I cover the summer 
Olympics. Ok, I golf. If I have free time.”
 Pierre does not just cover the NHL. 
Part of his job brings him outside of the 
country every two years to cover the Olympic 
games during both summer and winter. 
When I asked him what was the best game 
he ever called, he said “The 2010 Gold Medal 
game in Vancouver between the U.S. and 
Canada. (Sidney) Crosby scored the winning 
goals in overtime. It was just phenomenal 
pace and great skill.”
 Pierre refused to give one answer 
when I asked him who is favorite player is. 
“I don’t want to choose just one, but here’s 
a group: Orr, Gordie Howe, Wayne Gretzky, 
Mario Lemieux, Jean Beliveau.” However, his 

opinion is quite distinct when it comes to 
his favorite player. “Bobby Orr. Really big fan 
and I’ve gotten to know him more. I think 
the world of Bobby.”
 Pierre McGuire has a really cool job. 
He gets to travel across the country watching 
his favorite sport and talking about it on 
live TV and on networks such as NBC and 
NBC Sports Network. His dream job might 
not apply to all of us, but he did leave me 
with one thing you should know whether 
you want to be a sports analyst for ESPN 
or a business owner someplace else: “The 
biggest thing is you have to have a desire to 
learn; you can’t be afraid to ask questions, 
you need to study. You need to find a way to 
get better every day.”

sport, the team as a whole still gets very 
close like in any other sport, as they train, 
race, and grow together all season. This 
season in particular, as Brian Gilday said, 
“there is a prevalence of athletes who don’t 
usually run track” who actually ended up 
running some of the fastest times. 
 Olivia Pugh also commented on 
how fun it is to have people from different 
groups and sports that you train with. She 
also said that while relay teams “are a part of 
being a team, since we have people from a 
lot of different sports, it’s a really fun group 
of people.”

Pierre McGuire working a Flyers game.
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 Steve & Aggies is best known for their 
rare Chick-fil-A sales, but it goes much deeper 
than that. The indoor and sometimes outdoor 
cafe was founded when St. Stephen’s and 
St. Agnes school underwent a major school 
renovation during the 1995-1996 school 
year. Although there was no cafe prior to the 
renovation, the Fathers and Mothers clubs 
had provided snacks for sports events. Steve 
& Aggies sells just about everything, but their 
most popular and best selling item is their 
warm chocolate chip cookies. Their least selling 
item: Fruit. 
 Steve & Aggies is sponsored by the 
APT (Association of Parents and Teachers) and 
contributes an average of $20,000 a year to 
help with educating teachers further. The APT 
also helps organize many events such as the 
family fall festival at Homecoming, the annual 
gala and auction, and the spring festival. 
 Steve & Aggies has a total of around 100 
parents who work there. During bigger sports 
events there are more people working than 
during the normal afternoons
 According to a survey of 225 Upper 
School students, only 5 students say that 
they purchase from Steve & Aggies every day. 
Seventy of the students say that they sometimes 
purchase from Steve & Aggies, and 82 of the 
students rarely purchase from Steve & Aggies. 
Those who rarely purchase from the concession 
stand have an alternative option of the school 
vending machines. But according to the same 
survey, only 4 of the students purchase from 
the vending machine every day. Eighty-two 
of the students sometimes purchase from the 
vending machine, and 68 rarely purchase from 
the vending machine. 
 When asked what he likes and what he 

would change about Steve & Aggies, senior 
Cole Early said, “It sells some good stuff, my 
favorite item is [sunflower] seeds.” He also said 
that, “It doesn’t sell coffee in the morning, and 
you can’t charge things to your account,” which 
are two things he would change. 
 Lucas Braun ‘23 says, “I love Steve & 
Aggies, especially the candy and the cookies. I 
wouldn’t change anything.”
 Jennifer Lansing ‘21 says, “ I like the 
convenience of Steve & Aggies, it is always very 
quick to get my drink and cookies.”
 Treasurer of Steve & Aggies Mrs. 
Alexandria Lipton said, “It’s a great way to see 
my kids’ friends and stay involved with the 
school community. It gets very busy around 
3:20 each day- that’s when we get the most 
activity.” As the treasurer Mrs. Lipton says “I am 
in and out of the cafe all the time, but I usually 
work one shift per month, and the shifts are 
from 2-4 PM, and two people work at a time. We 
are always looking for new volunteers; without 
volunteers the cafe cannot open every day.” 
According to the person in charge of Steve  
& Aggies Mrs. Cathy Tyler on how that she 
decides on when to have Chick-fil-A, “Chick-
fil-A is usually reserved for big events where 
we know we can sell out. We don’t make much 
profit (for the APT) on the sandwiches so we 
have to be careful with our orders. Hate to say 
it but we often have CFA at contests with EHS. 
Their students seem to really like the chicken 
sandwiches. Mrs. Drysdale has developed a 
relationship with a couple of CFA stores over the 
years and places an order a few days before an 
event. When we are lucky they deliver our order 
to the school for us. We return the warming 
bags to the store when the event is over.”

 Cash me ousside howbowdah? Before 
you scan your eyes over another story that isn’t 
suggesting violent confrontation, just know, 
I’m not asking you to fight me. In fact those 
aren’t my words at all. If you’ve been keeping 
up with the world of memes lately, as I think 
everyone should, you would know that I was 
simply quoting one of the most popular memes 
of 2017. Originating from a 2015 interview on 
Dr. Phil, this meme along with others over the 
years have become the new primary source of 
entertainment for people of all ages. 
 Memes themselves are defined as 
humorous images, videos, pieces of text etc. 
that are copied often with slight variations and 
spread rapidly by internet users. While memes 
have existed long before the internet did, the 
rise of social media has made these small bits 
of content accessible to millions of people 
across the world. And with a larger audience 
consuming these, it’s no wonder that memes 
have been able to evolve over the years.  
 The year 2012 was the first time I, and 
many other young people, exploring the 
internet became conscious of the world of 
memes. It was a simpler time, where funny 
pictures captioned with funnier statements 
would classify as “quality memes.” 
 Around this time, many of the most 
popular memes originated from “Rage Comics” 
the website responsible for the “y u no (insert 
action here)” and perhaps its most popular 
creation “Forever Alone.” As more and more 
people became aware of the different viral 
videos and images that were going around, 
memes started becoming slightly more refined, 
with people dedicating whole social media 
accounts just to the spread of such content. 
Websites like Tumblr,  Reddit, Instagram and 

Twitter became spaces where people would 
share these humorous tidbits of information. 
 By January 2013, a new app, Vine 
appeared onto the scene and it quickly became 
a social media staple similar to Facebook, or 
Instagram. However, something about Vine was 
very different from Facebook and Instagram. 
The app had only one format of content that 
could be posted, short six second videos 
that could only be filmed and edited (simple 
starting and stopping controls) on the Vine 
camera. Seem Limiting? Not for the thousands 
of creative people that flooded the app.      
 In a matter of months, People started 
becoming “Vine Famous” and Vine trends 
became some of the most talked about of 2013. 
The easy to use platform became a gateway for 
jokes to spread like wildfire, and, to this day, 
even with the social media aspect of the app 
being terminated by the Vine Company, a large 
majority of internet inside jokes were born on 
Vine.
 Today, memes seem to be entering 
a new era that signifies their possible 
commercialization, seen by things such as the 
meme creator known as “Tank Sinatra” being 
interviewed on Fox News or Danielle Bregoli, 
the “cash me ousside” girl, being featured in rap 
songs and selling her own merchandise. 
Some might find this exciting as their favorite 
new form of entertainment seems to be taking 
center stage, but others might see this as the 
slow demise on the authenticity of memes. 
After all, their unpredictability and relatable 
nature is what makes internet memes so 
popular amongst such a wide audience of 
people. Only time will tell, but for now, we can 
all enjoy the newfound wonderful world of 
memes. 

This Just in: Cookies Bigger Seller Than Fruit
By Miller DeLancey ‘17

Bone Apple Tea

By Afua Nyantakyi ‘18
It’s a Meme World Out There, Kid 

Can’t __ if you don’t ___ 

Kermit

Shocked Face

Salt Bae

Meme Margin: 
These are the top 5 memes as voted on 

by the SSSAS student body
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 Everybody knows that Ariel wanted 
to be where the people are, but all she had 
to do to get her legs was go to a magical 
octopus. The opposite conversion (legs to 
a tail), however, isn’t so simple in our non-
animated, magic-less world. For SSSAS’s 
production of The Little Mermaid, the cast 
had to figure out other ways to “swim” on a 
dry stage. Their solution: Heelys. 
 Heelys, an invention of the early 
2000s, are shoes with small wheels 
embedded in the heel, which allow the 
wearer to either walk or skate. This year in 
SSSAS’s production of The Little Mermaid, 
characters who typically don fins and 
flippers will instead be wearing these shoes. 
Director Jim Marvin says the the Stage One 
Costume Designer, Arvilla Mastromarino 
decided to use Heelys: She, “wanted the 
underwater creatures to seem to glide 
around the stage, to add to the illusion 
that they were in water.” The Heelys, as an 
easier-to-use alternative to Broadway’s 
roller blades, are able to create this motion. 
 Most of the aquatic characters, 
including the Mermaids, King Triton, and 
Sebastian, will be using the Heelys. Land-
based characters like Prince Eric, on the 
other hand, will remain flat footed, and 
Ursula’s sidekick eels, Flotsam and Jetsam, 
will have Razor scooters.
 In the words of Junior Christian 
Corpening (playing King Triton), learning 
how to use the Heelys was “a process.” It 
took the actors about two or three days 
to get a handle of them, which included a 
lot of falling. Everyone using the shoes are 
required to wear a helmet and pads “for 
safety sake,” according to Mr. Marvin. 
Even our lead actress, Kyla Carney (Ariel), 
says that “I have never been able to 

rollerblade, ice skate, or anything like that, 
so it was hard for me.” The actors had to get 
used to using the Heelys again on a different 
surface when rehearsal moved from the black 
box to CPAC, but Mr. Marvin reports that “with 
practice they are getting more and more 
confident on them.” 
 Student choreographer Afua 
Nyantakyi noted that the Heelys and scooters 
create an obstacle, since the actors have to 
learn how to balance on them and multitask 
-- singing and dancing becomes harder when 
simultaneously on wheels. According to Kyla, 
this can affect the acting: “There are times 
when I still wobble on them and, because of 
that, I’ll make a face or something that’s out 
of character… But also, it makes the idea of 

being a mermaid a lot more realistic acting-
wise.” 
 Afua also contends that the shoes have 
their advantages to the choreography and “they 
definitely add a nice fluidity to the movements.” 
Although it has been a learning process with 
falling on and off stage, “everyone’s pretty 
supportive and encourages each other to get 
back up and try again.” 
 The Heelys require an extra step from the 
members of the cast and crew, but the efforts 
put into them are sure to pay off. Christian 
describes one of the positive effects: “Once 
you conquer the Heelys, the energy from that 
excitement translates to bigger performances 
vocally and physically, so it adds a whole new 
dimension to our performance that way.” 

Wheels On Feet, Aren’t They Neat?

Stage One actors rehearse while using Heelys

By Gwendolyn Rak ‘18

postcards to write to our senators, and that’s 
where it really took off and I’ve now been 
writing postcards all the time and looking 
for options to get more involved possibly 
volunteering at different organizations. 
 The Women’s March helped serve 
as a launching pad for Sam and her friends 
to start looking for ways to become more 
involved in their community. One student 
who is currently involved in a social 
action group is Jessica Edwards’ 17. She 
is a part of the Virginia chapter of INSPIRE 
us, an organization whose mission is to 
encourage “student leaders to become 
engaged citizens and improve the civic 
health of our state.” Jessica informed us that 
her involvement in INSPIRE allowed her 
to meet with her local congressman, Don 
Beyer, an experience which she described 
as a great opportunity.
 As someone who is involved in 
many socially active activities such as 
the Voter-Registration drive and the 
Student Diversity Leadership Conference, 
Jessica was able to offer some advice for 

Social Action Cont.
other students who wanted to get more 
involved. “Definitely register to vote when 
you can, and also work on contacting your 
government officials, and be open minded 
to new opportunities to get your voice 
heard.” 
 Aside from students working to 
get involved in the community, there are 
also some adults who make an avid effort 
to participate in social activism for causes 
they believe in. Dr. Sidle, an English teacher 
at SSSAS, worked with environmental 
activism groups such as, GreenPeace and 
Earth First; he volunteered for the ACLU 
and is also currently part of the Democratic 
Socialists of America group. He stated that 
“here in DC there are so many wonderful 
opportunities to get involved whether 
you’re a conservative or a liberal there are a 
lot of groups to get out and do something 
with.”  
 “There’s just the idea of being 
engaged and being in the moment, and 
when you’re engaged, you’re connecting 
with other people for a common cause and 

you’re following your heart and your higher 
law. I don’t think for instance, Richard Nixon 
would have ended the war in Vietnam 
without the tens of thousands of people 
protesting who made their voice loud and 
clear.” 
 Dr. Sidle also mentioned that 
students “can always contact their 
representative, the representatives do pay 
attention to that and they do respond to 
receiving mail and phone calls to their 
constituency even if it’s someone not of 
voting age.”
 Another adult who highly 
encourages young people to get involved 
with their community is SSSAS English 
teacher Mr. Wenger. As someone who’s 
been a voter for 20 years, he described 
his favorite part of voting as “wearing that 
I, voted sticker--sort of like a badge of 
honor-- to show students that I got to be a 
part of something and to encourage them 
to do so, too.” 


