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Shocking Santa
Discovery

By Jacob Lipton ‘17  and Katerina Silis ‘17

  Amidst the caroling and presents, the 
holidays are a time to put ourselves last and 
others first.  This time of year, students band 
together to organize drives, sales, and other 
activities in order to help those in need. 
 Kicking off the giving season was the 
annual Saintsgiving Sandwich Making for 
Martha’s Table. This year, the school community 
made 4,600 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 
in just one hour. In addition, students, parents, 
and faculty sorted the 3,500 pounds of candy 
donated to the Mattie Miracle Foundation, which 
will be distributed at various children’s hospitals 
in the area. 
 “Saintsgiving is always a wonderful 
chance for the larger community to come 
together, and this year was no exception,” said 
Mr. Wenger, who coordinated the event this year. 
Sandwich making always brings back alumni, 
but this year some of the alumni showcased their 
musical talents as well. Alumni Mey McClean ‘15 
and Iona McClean ‘15 delivered their signature 
harmonizing vocals, while Ian Lloyd ‘14, and Brad 
McCullough ‘13 paired up on drums and guitar. 
   “I don’t know if it was the draw of the 
alumni musicians or something else, but the 
crowd was bigger than I’ve ever seen,” said Mr. 
Wenger. 
 This year’s Thanksgiving can drive was 
also a success. Students answered Salvation 
Army’s call for 1000 cans, and, according to Dr. 
Geiger, the drive yielded “definitely over 1000” 
cans. “I received a very grateful letter from the 
Salvation Army,” he added.
 December marks the annual Sock Drive 
hosted by the Harry Potter Alliance. Those 
who have been at this school a few years will 
be familiar with the droopy-eared fellow who 
adorns the HPA’s posters this time each year. 
HPA encourages students to donate socks “to 
free Dobby the House Elf.” However, the real 
mission is much more generous. “We gather the 
socks, then write messages for the holidays on 
them, and then over winter break we personally 
hand them to the homeless,” said club leader 
Nathan Pugh ‘17. The recipients of the socks 
are congregants at an Episcopal Church in 
Washington D.C., and club members participate 
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in activities such as Bible Study and Choir 
practice with the congregants.  
 Last year, the HPA raised 506 pairs of 
socks--so many that the students had to go to 
the streets to distribute the excess socks. “What’s 
really special about the sock drive is that we 
have a lot of steps in it,” said Nathan Pugh ‘17, 
“It’s awesome to see the full process of a charity 
drive happen, and it’s even better when you do 
it with community support.”
 One new group that is celebrating a 
service milestone is Equality for Education, 
spearheaded by Bryan Johnson ‘18, Elliot Karsten 
‘18, and Jenna Lindsey ‘18. You’ll remember 
Bryan Johnson and his passionate morning 
meeting announcements urging Saints to bring 
in gently used shoes. Equality for Education’s 
goal was to gather 150 pairs of shoes to send to 
Honduras, and the school community exceeded 
expectations, donating 228 pairs of shoes. “The 
project was a continuation of a shoe drive that 
was created at the school I went to before SSSAS,” 
says Bryan Johnson. “Equality for Education 
has plans to continue the shoe drive annually 
for as long as possible. We also have plans for 
bake sales, and other drives throughout the 
remainder of the year.” He added that the club 
will shoot to raise 300 pairs of shoes next year. 
 Of course, our thoughts are always 
directed towards St. Paul’s School in Haiti. After 
the successful week-long summer camp at the 
beginning of summer, the members of Change 
for Haiti club are eager to offer more support. 
The recent Haitian coffee and chocolate sale 
was a success (raising over $350), but change 
for Haiti is looking for additional ways to raise 
money. The emphasis this year is on involving 
the school community in St. Paul’s plight. “Having 
the Change for Haiti club is a way to incorporate 
the school community in our cause so that’s it’s 
not just a group of twelve people,” says Giddings 
Harrison ‘16.
 That is the goal of every service club: 
involvement of as many people as possible. 
Important, too, is a long-term dedication to a 
cause. The service clubs ask those with plenty to 
aid those without much, an important thought 
to keep in mind as we enter the new year.  

Saintsgiving

Giving Back: Saints Show Generosity
By Katie Connor ‘16 

 

   continued on pg. 3

 There comes a time in every person’s life, 
when a piece of their innocence is ripped away. 
Whether they are a young child with a sparkle in 
their eye or a young adult holding onto the idea 
like a loose thread, everyone deals with being 
told Santa does not exist in their own way.  
 This news can be taken with either tears 
or indifference, but in the end we found that 
today’s kids do not care as long as they get 
presents in the end. What began as a huge deal 
when Mr. Garikes was a kid, has now deteriorated 
into self-absorbed greediness for gifts and a loss 
of the spirit of Christmas. 
 A  young Mr. Garikes received an excellent 
explanation about Santa from his mother: “I 
remember I had injured myself somehow on 
the school playground in kindergarten and my 
mother came to pick me up. We were going to 
see the doctor… I cut my eye or something. 
The radio was playing Christmas music and 
I asked her if there was a Santa Claus, and she 
told me that Santa Claus was more of a spirit of 
Christmas than a real person. Then, I asked her 
again if there was a real Santa Claus and she said, 
‘No, Bud. There is not a Santa who comes down 
the chimney and puts presents under the tree.”
 Now kids are desensitized to the idea of 
their parents giving the presents instead of Santa. 
Even the way kids find out has deteriorated from 
this wonderful explanation about Christmas 
spirit to a punishment in Chris Veatch’s case.
Chris Veatch ‘17 said, “My teacher just yelled out 
that Santa doesn’t exist because we did not do 
our homework.”
 How can learning that Santa Claus does 
not exist go from something that caused tears to 
something that almost has no effect on children 
today? The truth is more shocking than Santa 
not actually existing. The cruel reality is even 
though Santa Claus is not the one delivering 
presents to the good boys and girls, the presents 
are still being received. 
 Cali Doulis ‘17 was brought into the light 
when she opened a present from Santa that she 
saw her mom wrapping the day before. However, 
she describes the experience, “It wasn’t bad at all. 
. . I don’t think people really care about knowing 
whether or not Santa exists as long as they get 
gifts, as horrible as that sounds.”
Cali is not alone in this belief. Bryan Johnson ‘18 
was 14 years old when he finally came around.  

Above: A group of students and parents making PB&J sandwiches for Martha’s Table 
at Saintsgiving. 
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Kwanzaa: The Overlooked Holiday 

 

   

 It’s finally December, which means 
midterms are coming up, but that’s okay 
because once those are over, you’ll really 
be able to get into the holiday spirit (if you 
haven’t already). And what better way is 
there to celebrate the season and the end of 
midterms than to go to the movies? 
 This month, there will be a variety 
of movies, both holiday and non-holiday 
themed, to look forward to watching, such as 
the non-traditional ancient tale of Krampus to 
the awaited Star Wars: Episode VII: The Force 
Awakens. So, in addition to watching classics 
like Home Alone and Elf, go to the movies 
over the break. You won’t be disappointed. 

Krampus
December 4, 2015
We’ve all grown up surrounded by the 
magic of Santa Claus, the most exciting part 
of Christmas for many children around the 
world. But what about Krampus? In Krampus, 
a horror spoof starring Adam Scott, rather 
than receiving coal in their stockings, a family 
summons Santa Claus’s alter ego, Krampus. 
Based on the ancient folklore tale of the 
monster who takes from families that lack 
in Christmas spirit rather than gives, the film 
puts a dark twist on Christmas. 

- Kujichagulia (Self-Determination): To 
define ourselves, name ourselves, create for 
ourselves, and speak for ourselves.
- Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility): 
To build and maintain our community 
together and make our brothers’ and sisters’ 
problems our problems, and to solve them 
together.
- Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics): To build 
and maintain our own stores, shops, and 
other businesses and to profit from them 
together.
- Nia (Purpose): To make our collective 
vocation the building and developing of our 
community in order to restore our people to 
their traditional greatness
- Kuumba (Creativity): To do always as much 
as we can, in the way we can, in order to 
leave our community more beautiful and 
beneficial than we inherited it.
- Imani (Faith): To believe with all our hearts 
in our people, our parents, our teachers, our 
leaders, and the righteousness and victory of 
our struggle
 Now that you know a little bit about 
Kwanzaa, why not try celebrating it this 
year? The official Kwanzaa website,  http://
www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org/index.
shtml includes everything there is to know 
about the holiday, directly from the founder 
himself. From the step by step process 
of Kwanzaa to more about its origin, the 
website is a great aid for anyone who wants 
to celebrate Kwanzaa or just wants to learn a 
little bit more about an interesting holiday. 

 What do you know about Kwanzaa? A 
simple question with almost enigmatic responses.  
“It’s an African Holiday?”answered Regan Brown 
‘18. “The one with the seven candles, right?” 
interjected Bryan Johnson ‘18 and suddenly 
everyone in the group nodded in agreement. 
The holiday season is usually buzzing with talk 
about Christmas and Hanukkah, yet there seems 
to be one major holiday that always gets left out: 
Kwanzaa. 
 We have all managed to hear about 
Kwanzaa at some point in our lives, as a few 
students told stories of how they came to know 
about the holiday. “It’s an African pride holiday, 
with the green and the red… I sang a Kwanzaa 
song in elementary school” said Mark Slacin ‘18. 
Charlotte Fontham ‘18 also shared that “There 
was an episode of Blue’s Clues about Kwanzaa…  
and that’s the extent of my knowledge.”
  But wouldn’t it be exciting to hit these 
types of random questions right on the nail? If 
you aspire to be a better holiday hipster than all 
of your holiday hipster friends this season, here 
are the most important things you need to know 
about Kwanzaa: the overlooked holiday.
 Kwanzaa, rather than a religious holiday, 
is a cultural celebration primarily observed 
by African Americans meant to celebrate the 
ideals of African culture. It occurs annually from 
December 26 to January 1, and about 18 million 
African Americans take part in Kwanzaa. 
 Our own Ms. Davis here at the SSSAS has 
actually celebrated the holiday and was happy 
to share some insights on her experience: “I 

celebrated it B.C. (before children) with a group 
with my college friends. I think it’s easier to do 
with a group or extended family… it’s not really 
a solo celebration. There’s a lot of things about 
community and self reliance.” She also believes 
that awareness of the holiday needs to increase 
in the community. “I think it’s important for 
people to know that the option is out there 
because it doesn’t conflict with your religious 
holiday, so if you’re a Christian you can still 
celebrate Christmas, and Kwanzaa is more of 
a social holiday. I think it just reminds us that 
that’s a huge part of who we are in the context 
of greater society.” 
 Kwanzaa was created in 1965 by Dr. 
Maulana Karenga. He explained in his annual 
founder’s address of Kwanzaa that Kwanzaa is 
“ a time of sustained reflection on the moral 
and expansive meaning of being African in 
the world, especially on how we understand 
and live our lives and engage the critical issues 
confronting our community, society and the 
world. And Kwanzaa is also a time of self-
conscious commitment to honor the awesome 
ancestral legacy left us by preserving and 
expanding it; to uphold the time- resistant 
moral and cultural values that ground and 
guide us in our daily lives”
 Kwanzaa is based on seven principles 
that are individually observed each day of the 
holiday. 
- Umoja (Unity): To strive for and to maintain 
unity in the family, community, nation, and 
race.

By Afua Nyantakyi ‘18 

Star Wars: Episode VII: The Force Awakens     
December 18, 2015
After watching the trailer for Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens, your initial reaction may have 
been ”Oh my gosh my childhood!” or maybe 
it was tears or maybe it was speechlessness or 
maybe it was indifference. Either way, 99% of 
critics want to see Star Wars: The Force Awakens 
according to Rotten Tomatoes, which means 
the movie will probably physically break the 
theaters. For those less aware of all the hype, 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens is set 30 years 
before Return of the Jedi and brings back old 
characters, including Princess Leia, Chewbacca, 
Han Solo, R2-D2, and C-3PO and introduces new 
ones, such as Finn and BB-8. New villains include 
Captain Phasma and Kylo Ren. Will the new and 
long-awaited Star Wars live up to the hype? Find 
out for yourself this season. 
 

Sisters
December 18, 2015
Sisters stars Tina Fey and Amy Poehler, real 
life best-friends who consider themselves to 
be, well, sisters. The SNL alumni portray two 
disconnected sisters with opposite personalities 
who cope with their mid-life crisis by throwing a 
house party like they did in high school before 
their parents sell their childhood home. Their 
real-life chemistry adds another dimension 
to what would otherwise be a typical comedy 
of bad sexual innuendos and unfinished high 
school feuds. 

The Big Short
December 23, 2015
Comedy director Adam McKay takes on a 
new genre of film. The drama The Big Short, 
based on Michael Lewis’s nonfiction novel of 
the same name, is the first of its kind to take 
on the American financial crisis of 2007-2010. 
Though the movie has moments of comedy and 
romance, it is very much a serious film meant 
to reveal what occurred behind the scenes of 
the financial crisis. Starring Christian Bale, Steve 
Carell, Ryan Gosling, and Brad Pitt, the cast is 
truly star studded and leaves critics excited for 
the film’s release. 

Joy
December 25, 2015
December, the month of Christmas, Hanukkah, 
and Kwanzaa, is no doubt one of the most joyous 
months of the year. But Joy, starring Jennifer 
Lawrence and Bradley Cooper, the beloved 
duo from Silver Linings Playbook, shows the 
good, the bad, and the ugly behind a woman’s 
journey in fighting to take rightful ownership 
of the business she has founded herself. A true 
testimony to the strength of women, Joy will tug 
at your emotions, making this one of the most 
anticipated films of the month.  

December Movie Guide 
By Eden Solomon ‘16
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Shocking Santa Discovery (cont.) ( Results from The Voice Holiday Survey) 
In      Out 
Hot chocolate    Egg nog 
Store bought     Homemade 
“All I Want for Christmas is You”  “Jingle Bell Rock” 
Elf      Home Alone 
Save all presents for Christmas  Open one on Christmas Eve 
Star      Angel 
Ham      Turkey 
Sledding     Build a Snowman  
Decorate Sugar cookies   Build a Gingerbread house 

 However, when asked on why or how he 
was able to stay in the dark that long, he replied, 
“If I admit to my parents that I think Santa is 
not real, then maybe I won’t get any gifts from 
Santa anymore. And if they know that I know 
that Santa isn’t real then they won’t pretend to 
be Santa anymore.”
 However, if the circumstances are just 
right, where the child’s age, personality, and 
belief level are all in line, then the moment can 
be both heartbreaking and indelible. Maura 
Durkin ‘18 had one of these moments. “I came 
downstairs one [Christmas] morning, saw 
my Dad putting presents under the tree, and 
started crying… It was really sad… I was seven 
years old.”
 However, if a child is too young, the 
idea may soar over their head. Tim Bell ‘18 was 
about four or five, and was not affected by the 
news in any way, “I went out to the car to go to 
school one day, and in the back I noticed there 
was stuff back there. I looked back and it was 
like all the stuff that my mom said I had gotten 
from Santa on Christmas a few days later. So I 
thought, ‘this is stupid; it’s my mom.”
 Tim might be an anomaly for his age, 
because when asked about why he thought 
it was his mom, he explained, “I was always 
skeptical because I thought that there was no 
way that this one man makes enough money 
for this.” Furthermore, when posed the question 
about the elves that make the toys rather than 
Santa buying them, he exclaimed, “There’s no 
way that he is enslaving little people to help 
him make it. That’s just unrealistic.”

Candy Canes & Coal 

 The Thanksgiving service is a time-
honored tradition at SSSAS. Each year, we hear 
the same phrase reverberated as to why it is so 
special: “it is the only time we meet as an entire 
community during the year.” But this year, some 
new traditions were introduced to this special 
day. 
 Each grade in the Upper School was 
paired with a different Lower School grade 
for cardmaking and introductions before the 
Thanksgiving service. The Seniors were given 
their traditional Kindergarteners, and the feeling 
as the tiny people were being led into the room 
can only be described as euphoric, with “Awww,” 
and “Oh, they’re so cute,” echoing throughout 
the room. 
 When I met Olivia, she was nothing 
like the shy, reserved Kindergartener that the 
teachers had cautioned us about. She walked 
right up to me, handed me her purple coat and 
prepared herself for some hardcore cardmaking. 
We sat down and began drawing as she gave us 
the rundown on the life of a kindergartener in 
2015. 
 She told us that her favorite thing to do 
at school was play with Legos, but they were 
also learning some math. She quickly proceeded 
to complete the addition of every variation of 
numbers that would add up to ten. Then, the 
gossip starting spilling out. When we cautioned 
Olivia about the dangers of boys she shyly 
pointed across the room to a boy in blue coat and 
said, “Campbell’s my boyfriend,” with a giggle. 
 We continued making cards for the 
maintenance staff until Olivia grew bored, so 
I showed her how to make a paper fortune 
teller. She was so enamored with her new toy 
that we had to put it in the hood of her coat as 
we processed into the gym so she wouldn’t be 
telling fortunes as we walked. 
 As I proceeded past the hundreds of 
people crammed into the gym, clutching Olivia’s 
tiny hand and a box of macaroni and cheese, the 
feeling of community really became apparent to 
me. Allowing the Upper School students to have 
time to get to know the Lower School students 
gave us the opportunity to form connections 
that would surpass the traditional expectations 
of the Thanksgiving service and create new 
traditions that will last for years to come. 
 

Make New Traditions But Keep the Old 
By Katie Wood ‘16 

By Afua Nyantakyi ‘18 

Above Images Courtesy of Melissa Ulsaker Maas ‘76 
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Saints Take SDLC Tampa 2015 
By Taheeb Sonekhan ’16 Imagine a melting pot with so many 

colors that it looked like a Jackson Pollock 
painting. This was the 2015 Student Leadership 
Diversity Conference (SDLC), as more than 1,600  
students came together to discuss how to 
improve independent school communities.
     The first weekend in December, fourteen 
members of the SSSAS community from all 
three campuses traveled to Tampa, Florida to 
attend SDLC and the National Association of 
Independent Schools (NAIS) People of Color 
Conference (POCC).  Faculty members Kiki 
Davis, Nasim Siddeeq, James Supple, Susannah 
Harrison, David Yee, Marilyn Bryant, Terri-Ann 
Haughton, and Bernard Joseph attended the 
POCC conference, which focused on racial issues 
in the independent school environment. The 
students who attended the SDLC conference 
were Jordan Randle, Julia Phaltankar, Justin 
Boone, Gabriel Rudasill, Nancy Brooks, and 
myself. 
      More than 1,600 independent school 
students from across the country and a few from 
foreign countries attended the conference. SDLC 
focused on all aspects of diversity in independent 
school communities, including gender, ability, 
race, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, 
identity and more. At the conference students 
were broken up into “family” groups of seventy 
students, where we spent majority of our time 
doing activities exploring different diversity 
issues and concepts. These family groups 
activities, such as the “fish bowl” activity, were 
used in order to explore diversity concepts from 
different perspectives. In the fish bowl exercise, 
a smaller group of students who identified with 
the selected identifier would sit in the middle 
while the rest of the students would sit outside 
and observe the conversation of the students in 
the middle. This exercise specifically helped me 
see things from a dynamic aspect as I could only 
listen and was forced to hear the struggles and 

concerns of people who are different from me. 
    At the conference, students were also 
split into affinity groups. There were Asian 
American, LGBT, African American, Middle-
eastern American, Latino American, Bi-Racial 
American and Caucasian/European American 
affinity groups. This was a highlight of the 
conference as it brought together people from 
different communities. As Lissette Watters from 
the Chapin School in NYC says, the affinity groups 
were “the first place I felt accepted for being 
multiracial and found a family with people who 
have been through the same experiences I’ve 
been through. I felt empowered by everyone 
around me.” The affinity group sessions allowed 
individuals who are mostly minorities in their 

independent school setting to become the 
majority and embrace the same differences and 
struggles that they share. 
      On the last day, students joined regional 
affinity groups and constructed “family group” 
type activities with the faculty members who 
had been at the POCC conference the previous 
two days (SDLC and POCC attendees combined 
equalled 4,300 participants). In the Virginia 
regional group we were joined by students 
and faculty members from Episcopal, Flint Hill, 
Madeira, St. Christopher, Collegiate, and the St. 
Catherine’s School.  We conducted activities 
like the fish bowl exercise to address issues 
between students and faculty throughout our 
communities. It was just as much of an eye-
opening experience as both faculty members 
and students got to see each other’s viewpoints 
on things that normally would not be discussed, 
such as teachers addressing students with 
condescending tones.  
    SDLC and POCC also came together to 
hear from two keynote speakers, both successful 
women in their respected fields. The first was 
Mae C. Jemison, an Astronaut, Physician, and 
STEM Pioneer who is also well known for being 
the first black woman to step on the moon. The 
other was Sarah Kay, a spoken word poet and CEO 
of the project V.O.I.C.E, a charitable organization 
that inspires self-expression in youth through 
spoken-word poetry. Both speakers gave in-
depth examples and inspiring words on how 
even coming from minority backgrounds you 
can become successful. 
    With such openness and connection 
between students, life-long bonds were made 
as Cam Kelly from the Brunswick School in 
Connecticut states, “The friends I made, the 
beautiful people I met, I will remember forever.”  
It was truly an amazing experience that will leave 
a lasting effect on the way I view the world. 

Above: speaker Mae C. Jemison at SDLC

Left: The Saints and teachers who attended the 
confeence pose for a picture. Above: speaker Sarah 

Kay


